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I recently heard an amazing story. In the early centuries after Jesus’s death, a 
plague broke out in Rome. Everyone noticed that Christians at the time were more 
likely to survive, not because God loved them more than his other children, but 
because they loved each other so much in God’s name that they would not let their 
family in Christ suffer alone. So, they cared for one another, knowing that they 
could get infected themselves. 

There was no cure for this plague, but just having someone there to give you water 
made you more likely to live, courtesy of these brave believers who put love before 
fear.  

This sounds familiar. We have a similar situation today. Covid 19 is sweeping the 
world, it is no respecter of persons, anyone may get it. Rich or poor, young or old, 
Muslim Jew or Christian. No one is immune.  

We have seen our front-line nurses and doctors put their lives at risk because they 
care for their patients. We have seen Nurses caring for the dying and holding their 
hand whispering through their PPE. They are utterly amazing. There is another 
group of hospital workers, close to my heart, and I think, unsung heroes of the 
NHS. These are the Chaplains, especially those who work in our local hospitals.  

During the pandemic, their work has become more reactive than proactive. 
Normally during routine visits to patients, the Chaplains go from ward to ward, but 
because of the risk of infection, that stopped and Chaplains are now only allowed to 
respond to an emergency or end of life care. However, work goes on in areas such 
as the Emergency Dept Palliative care, the Neo Natal Unit and Labour Suite.  

When routine ward visits were scaled down, the Spiritual and Pastoral Care 
Department in Nottingham obtained an Ipad for each hospital site that could be 
linked to the wards, enabling the Chaplains to safely have a conversation with a 
patient in need.  

The Chaplains in Nottingham now provide more staff support, making sure that they 
are present at staff briefings on ICU, which means getting into the hospital for 6am. 
They are available to talk to any member of staff who need some support. They are 
a presence in the Well Being Rooms, set aside for staff to have a calm confidential 
space. There, any member of staff can seek support or just take time out when they 
feel overwhelmed. They have also increased their presence in the Emergency 
Department to support staff. Every Chaplain is busy! 



 

These unsung heroes also don PPE when called to a patient dying from Covid 19 
who needs spiritual care. They too put their fears aside to give comfort and 
companionship to a human being in need, regardless of the danger faced.  

 

It reminds me of these verses from St John,  

“A new command I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.”  

This is the love that the Christians in Rome showed during the plague.  
This is the love that the first believers showed by looking after each other, no one 
was in need, they shared what they had and looked after one another.  
This is the love that sends present day Christians to minister to those who have 
Covid 19.  
 
A big thanks to all our NHS staff, whatever part they play in keeping it running, I 
salute you.  
 
A prayer for our Chaplains 

Heavenly Father, 
We bring before you all hospital staff at this difficult time, and we thank you for 
them; we pray particularly for our Chaplains who are ministering to those in need of 
spiritual care and comfort. Keep them safe and give them the strength and courage 
to minister to both patients and staff in such trying circumstances.  
Amen 

A blessing for our Chaplains 

May Christ the healer reach out through your service and ministry,  
bringing courage where there is fear,  
hope where there is despair, 
comfort where there is sorrow,  
strength where there is suffering, 
peace where there is turmoil and faith where there is doubt. 
May his grace go with you,  
His light shine in you, 
His love flow from you and his power work through you. 
Amen 


