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St Peter’s Church, East Bridgford 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 25thOctober 2018

  Pres
ent 

Apologi
es 

Colin Anderson  (CA)   

Lynne Black  (LB)   

Michael Clarke  (MC)   

Beryl Cottrill  (BCt)   

Heather Fielding (HF)   

Mark Fielding (MF)   

Peter Golightly (PG) (Chair)   

Christopher Henwood  (CH)   

David Johnson  (DJ)   

Elizabeth Johnson (EJ) -  

  Pres
ent 

Apologi
es 

Robert Large (RLg)   

Robert Lee (RLe)   

Hilary Linnington  (HL)   

Pamela Shaw  (PS)   

Robert Taylor (RT) -  

Amanda Waring (AW)  

In attendance:  

Bill Case (BCs) - Treasurer 

David Atkins (DA) – Methodist Church 

 

 Opening prayer 

The meeting opened with prayer from MC. 

 

1.  Apologies 

HF, EJ, RT 

 

2.  Minutes of previous meetings – 5 September 2018 

The draft minutes were unanimously accepted as a true record of the meeting pending one 

amendment: 

Minute: 4.6 to read: ‘Rectory garage is not yet completely cleared. There is still much 

rubbish  in both garage and rectory’ 

 

3. 3
. 

Matters arising 

3.1.Funding communications (#3.1) 

School has been approached re design. Details of Christmas services have been emailed 

to relevant persons. 

Also BCs confirmed that the production of ‘thank you’ letters to regular financial 

contributors is well in hand 

 

 
3.2. Armistice Day commemoration(#3.5) 

The programme has now been prepared, silhouettes are cut and ready as are memorabilia 

and candles. Posters are ready and many are already on display. There are A5 fliers in 

shops. 

Memorabilia from people beyond the village will also be accepted/invited. Still some 

debate as to how many programmes to have printed. 

Evening event will not be a church service, but more informal. Amplification will be 

available for outdoor readings. 

It was agreed to pay £150 for programme printing. 

Brownies will be making crosses to go round war memorial. 
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Friday afternoon will be used by school to put their silhouettes in place. 

Ben Lee will be bugler. 

Scouts want to put 150 resin poppies in ground between war memorial and corner of 

churchyard. 

PG will get chairs from school if required. 

MF will ask Elite gardening to mow before the 11th Nov ( post meeting - mowing was 

done on 1st Nov) 

 
3.3. Administrator(#4.2) 

Anna Hemati has been appointed as administrator and will do 8 hours p/w at £10 p/h. The 

rectory phone is being checked remotely. She works mainly afternoons. 

MF is to contact Penny Prior about putting the rectory phone number back in the 

magazine. 

 

 
3.4. Other matters arising 

 PG and MF are to move a cupboard from home of PS to church for use by flower-

arrangers.  

 Name of previous incumbent still needs to be removed from notice-board but is 

difficult for amateurs to do. 

 PG is to ask MF whether the Churchwarden’s wand has been fixed and can be used in 

the service. 

 

4.  Interregnum 

4.1 Meeting with rev Phil Williams 

Phil Williams met with PG and Richard Tomlinson in school and mentioned the need for a 

school assembly to be conducted by each of the candidates. 

Feedback from Phil is generally positive. Key issues for us to attract candidates are 

(i) vision for ministry ,   

(ii) governance 

Diocese has no timescale - it is up to us how quickly we are ready with group profile. There 

is to be no reorganisation of parishes and a full-time stipendiary minister is envisaged. We 

are in competition with 4 other parish groups in the diocese, 3 of which in our deanery. 

The challenge is: what can we offer that stands out from other vacancies? 

 

 4.2 Future direction of the Parish 

There was much discussion about the key issues  

(i) Vision - how do we take mission out into the community? 

 What are the challenges for developing ministry? 

 we mustn’t upset our core members 

 How do we engage more with young people? 

Therefore we need someone who would be seen out and about. 

The development of pastoral ministry by lay people would be a positive step. 

How do we market ourselves to local people? It was proposed that soundings be taken in 

the village to see what people want, via a questionnaire. 

(ii) Governance - the option, as suggested by Phil W, that we should go for a group council 

with 2 PCCs (2+3) was generally favoured. 

There was much discussion re parish share and the implication from the Archdeacon that 

what we paid covered our ministry costs and if we want a full-time minister we need to pay 

for it. However it was felt that challenging the status quo was not appropriate during a 

recruitment process. We will wait for the Deanery report due in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MF, 

HF, 

DJ, 

AW, 

CH 
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 4.3 Next steps 

There are to be 2 meetings. The majority of members were available on the 2 

Wednesdays, 14th and 28
th
. 

 

 

PG 

5.  Finance issues 

5.1 Treasurer’s report 

BCs presented the routine report: 

 

  

Restricted Funds (£) 

Unrestricted Funds (£) 

Total (£) 

05/09/2018 

865 

18,874 (-3,560) 

19,739 (-3,560) 

05/09/2018 

865 

22,434 

23,299 

17/01/2017 

3,865 

44,631 

48,496 

 

 Fabric Fund – no change 

General Fund overall decrease of £3,560 is due to: 

Income: 

 CCLA dividends £4,249 

 Sequestration receipts £1.146 

Expenditure 

 Parish share  £11,000 

 Adlards (2 months) £1,450 

 

 Cash flow 

Remains positive, due to change in payment pattern regarding Parish Share, but has 

slowed down in recent months. Next Parish Share payment will be the final one for the 

year. The treasurer was asked to provide background data to enable a decision to be 

made at the next PCC meeting.  

Post meeting note: See separate appendix for this information 

Christmas cards 

We still await a contribution from the Methodists. David Atkins proposed £100 for each 

year 2017 and 2018. Accepted. 

Year 2018 forecast 

The treasurer reported that the forecast outcome for the year fell in the range £15.000 to 

£20,000 excess of costs over income, assuming we paid the same Parish Share as 2017. 

Thank you letters 

The letter to all donors over the last few years has been agreed and will be distributed in 

early November. 

Rectory costs 

It was reported that the heating and lighting contracts were under review together with 

the Unicom agreement for the telephone/broadband service. 

 

 5.2 Fundraising 

Concert coming up in December during Christmas tree festival. Tickets limited to 150. 

MF and HF are keen to reinstate series of fund-raising events. Discussion followed re 

other types of event. 

 

6  Churchwardens’ report 

Full report deferred to the next meeting. 

PG reported that there has again been an issue with lack of a water supply to the church. Still 

not clear where the problem originates.  
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7  Young people in church 

MC stated there is nothing new to report. 

 

8  War graves marker 

A letter had been received by Kneeton from the War Graves Commission re signs available to 

be erected to mark War Graves in the churchyard. We have 3 such graves. It was agreed that 

PG will pursue the matter for East Bridgford. 

 

 

 

PG 

9  Parish magazine editor 

PG reported that the current magazine editor, Penny Prior, has indicated she wishes to stand 

down as soon as possible. Penny will continue for a month or two. Members agreed to 

consider if they knew anyone who would be appropriate to take over the role. Phil Clarke will 

also raise the issue at Parish Council. 

It was agreed that £75 would continue to be paid for the printers to deliver the magazines to 

the distributors. 

It was agreed that the price of the magazine will go up to £1 per copy from January 2019. 

DJ will continue to make a contribution to the “Thoughts from St Peter’s”, after passing his 

article by MC first. 

 

10  Mission statistics 

Our contribution to the Diocese statistics re weddings etc. has not been kept up to date since 

pre-2017. MF and PG, with the help of PS, will put together the missing statistics for 2018. 

 

11  Future service needs 

It was agreed to explore options for a survey to households in the village to get a wide range 

of views regarding the role of the church and service and worship needs. This will help 

inform the Group profile for recruitment of a new incumbent and assist in the development of 

ministry in the village. Options include personal approached to a village wide questionnaire. 

PG is acquiring a questionnaire used in Balderton parish. A small group (MF, PG, CH, AW) 

was established to pursue the matter in the New Year. 

 

12  Knotweed 

Gedling have done the first application (though the invoice was sent to wrong address) Those 

doing work in the churchyard will be told not to touch/remove the affected stems. MF will 

speak to our neighbours in the Old Rectory to alert them. 

 

 

 

MF 

13  Deanery Synod 

A report has been circulated electronically. LB summarised the main issues raised. 

 

14  Correspondence 

None received. 

 

15  Any other business 

 So far 28 organisations have signed up for Christmas Tree festival. 

 On the next Sunday there is to be Choral Evensong and Eloise Marson is to play. 

 Friends of Gary Smith have got agreement of Alan Haydock to do the interment of 

Gary’s ashes, but family yet to respond to correspondence. 

 

16  Dates of next meetings 

 Tuesday 11
th
 December at St. Peter’s Academy. 

 

The meeting closed with prayer at 9:15pm 


