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INTRODUCTION
Welcome
Welcome to the Fosse Group. Our Group Profile is designed to reflect our
love of this part of Nottinghamshire and the people of its village
communities. All five churches are united in their desire to reach out and
bring as many people as possible to church worship, to faith in Jesus
Christ and to experience the love of God.
We are confident that with the help and guidance of a new incumbent
our congregations will increase and provide us with the foundation for
future growth. If you decide you may be that person we very much look
forward to meeting you.

The Fosse Group was formally
established in April 2008 when the
joint benefice of the parishes of East
Bridgford and Kneeton were joined
together with the parishes of
Flintham, and the joint benefice of
Car Colston and Screveton.
The five parishes have agreed to a
significant pastoral re-organisation to
create two new parishes based on
community and worship synergy:
 East Bridgford, Flintham and
Kneeton
 Car Colston and Screveton
The potential opportunities offered
are far reaching and will take our
churches and communities into the
future with renewed confidence and
vision.
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OUR DIOCESE
THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHWELL & NOTTINGHAM
GROWING DISCIPLES WIDER, YOUNGER AND DEEPER
A statement from
the Bishop of Southwell & Nottingham,
the Rt Revd Paul Williams
Associate Archdeacon for Transition Ministry,
Revd Canon Phil Williams

The Diocese of Southwell and Nottingham
incorporates the City of Nottingham, the
whole County of Nottinghamshire and five
parishes in South Yorkshire. The population is
1.15 million – 51% live in the greater
Nottingham conurbation, 31% in ex-mining
areas and 18% in rural. There are 305
churches (252 parishes), served by 142
stipendiary clergy and licensed lay workers.
In 2016 a refreshed diocesan vision was
embraced across the diocese, recognising the
imperative for ‘Growing Disciples: wider,
younger, deeper’.


‘Wider’ in that we will seek to grow
disciples in every part of the diocese,
with no retreat from any community:
urban centre; outer estates; rural
villages; or market town



‘Younger’ in that we will seek fresh
ways to harness the boldness and
creativity of children, students and
young people across the diocese, not
least in Nottingham which is the 4th
youngest city outside London.



‘Deeper’ as we grow in knowing
Christ, so that as his disciples we can
be an increasing blessing to the
people among whom we live and
serve in the workplace, family and
community.

The Bishops Senior Staff, Bishop’s Council and
Diocesan Synod have demonstrated their
clear commitment to sharing in all aspects of
this vision and strategy. In autumn 2016 more
than 1 000 PCC members attended 5 vision
evenings around the diocese. We have
discerned a series of emerging priorities that
will facilitate growing new disciples in every
parish across the diocese. Compelled by the
love of Christ by 2023 we will seek to:
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 Welcome 7000 new disciples into the
fellowship of Christ and his church
 Commission 1000 younger leaders
(especially 15-30 year olds) equipped
and inspired to serve the purposes of
God in the Church and society.
 Plant or graft 75 New Worshipping
Communities (NWCs) across the
diocese to increase our reach in telling
the story of Jesus to all.
 Grow 25 larger Resource Churches
with clear commitment to develop
leaders, plant New Worshipping
Communities, and disciple the young.
 Serve and pray together as 1 Church
contending for the gospel in every
community and sphere of public life in
our city, county and region.
Canon Phil Williams has been working with
the parishes on their priorities for mission and
the emerging new Pastoral Scheme that will
create one benefice with two parishes
covering five distinct communities but with
multiple opportunities for growth. He says,
“There are fantastic opportunities for the new
Priest-in-charge to work alongside able and
committed lay members of the churches.
They are looking forward to a new priest who
will love God, love them and love their
communities.’
Bishop Paul says, “It is my hope that each
worshipping community will develop a
compelling picture of its own future in God’s
purposes with an expectation of growing
numerically and in the scope of its mission. It
is my prayer that the new Priest in charge of
the Fosse Group will have the creative
leadership and imagination to nurture the
present life of the parish, plan for growth and
reach out to the unchurched of all ages in its
locality.”
March 2019

OUR DEANERY
East Bingham Deanery:


Is the largest deanery in the Nottingham
Archdeaconry



Has 34 open churches with parishes
grouped together into 12 benefices





Save for one single church parish, is
made up of benefices which are either
multi-parish or multi-church
Has a mix of full and part-time
stipendiary clergy and self-supporting
part-time House for Duty incumbents or
associates.

Is one which:










Is fully supportive of the Diocesan Vision
of “Growing Disciples: Wider, Younger,
Deeper” (WYD)
Is one where collaboration amongst
clergy and laity across the deanery is
greatly valued and encouraged
Values those ecumenical relationships
which prosper in some of the larger
benefices
Is looking at places and groups across the
Deanery where there is potential for new
worshipping communities or the
refreshing and revitalising of existing
ones
Is receptive to new initiatives and
engages fully with the laity on its
response to the Diocesan Vision.

Where giving for mission is encouraged so that:

Is led by:


The Area Dean and Lay Chair supported
by a part-time paid administrator who
are in turn supported by



A Standing Committee made up of clergy
and laity who together form a
committed leadership team.

Whose Synod:


Meets three times a year.



Encourages all clergy to take an active
role in the affairs of the Deanery



Looks to its clergy to encourage parish
representatives on Synod to do likewise.

Whose voice is heard through:


The Area Dean who is a member of the
Diocesan Finance Committee and
elected member of Diocesan Synod and



The Lay Chair, who is an elected member
of Diocesan Synod



Thereby ensuring that the challenges
faced by the rural Church are addressed
at diocesan level.

And whose Deanery Chapter:


Meets approximately 8 times a year,
normally monthly excluding Easter, July,
August and Christmas.



Invites to its meetings all clergy,
including some of its retired colleagues,
living in the deanery



Holds events to include Readers and
which each year also gives a lunch for its
retired clergy and Reader colleagues, by
way of thanks for their help throughout
the year.



All parishes have the opportunity to
conduct Promise Programs every 5 years
with assistance from the Diocesan team.



Oversight of the program and regular
teaching on giving is an expectation of all
incumbents.

We very much look forward to welcoming you to
East Bingham.

All parishes make payment (by monthly
standing order) of 100% of their
Deanery.

Rev’d Stephen Hippisley-Cox. Area Dean
Stephen Gelsthorpe. Lay Chair
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FOSSE GROUP HIGHLIGHTS
Church life and worship
Our mission statement, common to all five
churches is:
“To proclaim that Jesus Christ is alive and
relevant in our world today. Each of the
churches is a centre of worship and warmly
welcomes you, young and old, to come and
explore God's love.”
To achieve this goal, the strategy of the Group
is for the five parishes to work together in
ways transparent to the communities, whilst
maintaining their individual characters. The
central churchmanship of the parishes is
similar across the Group.
Every effort is made to ensure a fair
distribution and use of spiritual resources. For
example, Confirmation preparation, Lent
Groups, Bible study groups, etc. are open to
the entire Group.
A regular Sunday and mid-week worship
pattern is established across the Group Holy
Communion – whilst Common Worship is
widely used, a BCP service is held somewhere
in the Group every Sunday (see page 14).
For full details, refer to the Group website
http://www.fossegroup.org.uk/

Policy on baptism, marriage and funerals is
consistent
throughout
the
Group.
Confirmation preparation is on a Group basis.
There are two branches of the Mothers’ Union
within the Group which support each other.

Ministry support team
We have a long-standing Lay Reader, Michael
Clarke, based in East Bridgford. He also
ministers throughout the Group when
appropriate.
St. Peter’s also part-funds a Children and Youth
worker, Sarah Cody, who helps to lead
children-focussed activities including a monthly
Storyteller service, a weekly Bible Explorers
club at St Peter’s Academy and takes school
assemblies and monthly Messy Church in the
Methodist Chapel. (see page 17).
We are also able to call on a number of local
retired ministers for occasional service and
funeral support.

The churches are supported by nine
Churchwardens
and
one
Deputy
Churchwarden, who work together to support
our
ministry
and
our
worshipping
communities. We also have a Communications
Officer and two Safeguarding Officers.

Pastoral re-organisation
The five current PCCs have agreed to a
significant pastoral re-organisation to create
two new parishes based on demographic and
worship synergy:
 East Bridgford, Flintham and Kneeton
 Car Colston and Screveton
The active scheme is currently being
considered by Patrons. It is hoped to have the
new arrangements in place by April 2020
before which PCC governance and finance
management arrangements will be changed.
Once implemented it is anticipated that the
incumbent title will revert to Rector.

Churches-school relationships
There are good links with the two local primary
schools, both academies. Both are currently
rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted. The C of E
school is also rated ‘outstanding‘ by SIAMS.
Further development of links between our
churches and these schools is seen to be
crucial to the overall long-term future of the
Fosse Group.
(see page 13 for more detailed information).
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Ecumenical links

Website

There are strong links between St. Peter’s
Church and the Methodist church in East
Bridgford, with several worship and fellowship
collaborations throughout the year. These
events are open to all in the Fosse Group.

The Fosse Group has an active and up-to-date
website which promotes all its churches,
worship opportunities and community
engagement.

Patrons
Although the parishes are currently suspended
due to the pastoral reorganisation, the patrons
are:
Parish

Patron

East Bridgford

Magdalen College, Oxford

Car Colston and
Screveton

The Prayer Book Society

Flintham

Sir Robert Hildyard QC

Kneeton

Mr. George Neale

Some of our patrons are actively involved with
their churches.

OUR RECTORY

www.fossegroup.org.uk

Whilst work on the East Bridgford Rectory is
being undertaken initial accommodation for
our new incumbent will be in Flintham
Rectory.
Flintham Rectory is a modern 4-bedroom
house in a quiet lane near the centre of the
village. It will be available for occupation as
soon as required after some routine
redecoration.

The Rectory in East Bridgford is close to the
church and was built in 1951. It is a spacious
4/5 bedroomed house with a large study. The
Rectory has been altered over the years to
provide a good-sized family house. It stands in
a garden of ⅔rd acre, overlooking pasture land
on the south and west sides.
Currently, plans are being developed for
either replacement or a major renovation of
the Rectory.
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OUR NEXT INCUMBENT
will have the ability and desire to grow disciples and churches in a rural context
through a central churchmanship ministry with bible based preaching and teaching

Priorities of the role











Connecting and communicating with the
wider community outside the church as
well as established church communities
Continue and extend the diversity of
worship pattern and service styles, with a
focus on growing disciples.
Engaging with children and families and
involving them in the life of the church.
Building on existing links with our two
primary schools, actively contributing to
their lives and nurturing their Christian
ethos.
Leading and enhancing collaboration
between our churches whilst maintaining
their individual identity.
Developing our local ecumenical links.

What we offer


A friendly, warm welcome and a strong
bond of friendship and collaboration
across all five churches



Strong support of a Reader, young
people’s leader, churchwardens, Group
Administrator, PCCs and other volunteers
alongside help of community
organisations



Two primary schools rated Outstanding
by OFSTED and SIAMS



Excellent local amenities which include
shops and post office, a medical centre,
active village halls, public houses, sports
clubs and other interest groups.



A well organised and simplified
governance structure with efficiently
managed finances.



Beautiful and well maintained churches
all within easy reach.



A great opportunity with interesting
challenges, huge potential and a
willingness for innovation as well as
enriching worship styles



Respect for your home life and work-life
balance

Main personal attributes










A firm central churchmanship ministry.
Able to communicate effectively with, and
develop worship and support for, young
people from infancy and through the
critical teenage years.
Prepared to develop and undertake
pastoral care.
Accessible and approachable, and is a
good communicator, facilitator,
delegator, listener and efficient in time
management.
Comfortable being visible across the
villages and is prepared to be involved in
community activities and organisations.
Prepared to promote music as an integral
part of worship.
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OUR LOCALITY/AREA
The Fosse Group of parishes is situated approximately 8 miles northeast of Nottingham and 8 to 11 miles south of Newark on the northwestern edge of the Vale of Belvoir. It is sited close to the River
Trent which forms the Group’s north-western boundary. The Group
is traversed by the A46, which follows the route of the old Roman
road, the Fosse Way, from Lincoln to Exeter. The A46 has been
upgraded to a dual carriageway through the entire length of the
Group.
The demographics of the five parishes are varied, with East
Bridgford being the largest and Kneeton the smallest.
Transport links provide easy access to the M1 and A1 together with
fast rail services to London from Newark or Grantham.

.

EAST BRIDGFORD
East Bridgford has long been a crossing point of
the River Trent by ford and later by bridge. To
the south-west lies the old Roman road
Bridgford Street which runs from the site of the
Roman fort at Margidunum on the Fosse to the
River Trent. The A6097 road to Doncaster and
the North now runs parallel to Bridgford Street
down to Gunthorpe Bridge.
The nucleus of the village has developed around
the medieval square of the ancient archery butts
(Butt Close). This is still the village’s main
recreational area from which roads, footpaths
and buildings all radiate. The village values its
small rural character and is well serviced with its
Parish Church (St. Peter’s), a Methodist Church, a
primary school academy, Village Hall, W.I. Hut,
Public House, a Post Office and Village Shop,
Newsagent, Medical Centre, several small
businesses and a number of working farms.
The population within the village is now
approximately 1,800 and has more than doubled
the 1960 figure of 777. The village is continuing
to grow. The number of dwellings within the
village is currently 810 and is set to increase by
150.
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From a recent survey, approximately two out of
three residents have no previous family
connections within East Bridgford, which is
another reflection of the growth of the village
over the last 40 years. Approximately 40% of
residents have lived in the village for at least 25
years. 25% of households have children and 40%
have retired occupants. Of those households
who have a family working member 15% work
locally and over 50% commute 10 miles or more
from the Parish.
Butt Close in the centre of the village is a large
enclosed grass area with football and cricket

pitches, hard-surface tennis courts, a bowling
green, pavilion and children’s play area. The
field is also used for the annual Village show,
held at the end of June to coincide with St.
Peter’s Day. This event still includes the
horticultural aspects of its historical roots but
has evolved as a
whole-community
event
which
also
incorporates
traditional
annual
cricket and bowls
matches and a village
barbeque held at the
School.
There are numerous
venues for meetings,
including the Village
Hall,
Methodist
Church, Primary School
and W.I. Hut. There are over 35 sports and social
clubs, societies or associations within the Village.

They provide a wide range of activities for
different age groups, including youth groups
(Scouts, Guides etc.) and social groups (Care
Group, Garden Club, Horticultural Society,
History Group, Women’s Institute, Drama Group)
– to name but a few.
The Village Magazine is managed by the PCC, is
published and distributed monthly in East
Bridgford and Kneeton and is the main means of
communication within the village. It has a strong
church content.
The rural character of the village has changed
particularly over the last 40 years as agricultural
land within the core of the village has been
replaced by housing. These changes have
brought with them many different economic
and social benefits.
See Fosse Group website for a more detailed history
and description of East Bridgford.

KNEETON
Kneeton has a mixture of dwellings from early
18th Century cottages, 20th Century houses and
a former school house; in addition, there is
proposed development of farm buildings.
Much of the village and surrounding farmland
is owned by Mr George Neale (Patron) and the
Neale family trust.

Kneeton is a small conservation village of
approximately 25 households lying 9 miles south
west of Newark-on-Trent and two and a half
miles north east of the parish of East Bridgford. It
is surrounded by attractive agricultural land with
far reaching views to the Vale of Belvoir and the
Trent Valley. It is bounded by the A46 to the
east and the River Trent to the west.
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There are approximately 50 inhabitants in the
parish, including 6 children, but much of the
population is an ageing one.
Most
employment is outside the parish, but there is
one working farm. Children are able to attend
the nearby Church of England primary
schools/academies at East Bridgford and
Flintham and the Comprehensive school at
Bingham (5miles away).
Kneeton is too small to have a parish council, but
there is an Annual Parish Meeting.

FLINTHAM
Flintham is situated between Newark and
Bingham off the Fosse Way (A46), a dual
carriageway. This divides the population of
about 650 (250 households) into two areas
which are connected by pedestrian and road
bridges over the A46. The two areas are the
older established village of Flintham (a

conservation area) and Coney Grey Spinney
(newer, former RAF accommodation linked to
the adjacent RAF Syerston).
The population of the village could increase in
the near future - quotations are being sought by
Rushcliffe Borough Council for the compulsory
demolition of the old Officer’s Mess (the derelict
building seen on coming off the A46). Planning
permission has been given to develop the site for
90 mixed dwellings, including affordable
housing.
The village has a number of amenities and
amenity groups. These include:
o Flintham Primary School, a nursery and
primary school of 112 pupils, serving
Flintham and the surrounding villages.
Details of the school will be given in a later
section.
o Community Shop – owned and run by
volunteers as a Community Benefit Society.
It has a policy of selling local produce,
thereby contributing to the local economy.
It provides an important service for those
without transport and also acts as an
information point and meeting venue for
elderly residents living on their own.
o Village Hall – run by a Village Hall
Committee. Is a venue for regular events
such as dog training, indoor bowls, tai chi
and other events such as Museum talks, live
and local performances and fund raising
activities including a Burns night supper. It
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is regularly used by the primary school and
can be rented privately for events like
children’s parties.
o Sports Pavilion – is community owned and
mainly used by the cricket club, keep fit and
yoga groups. It is also available for private
functions. Cricket is played at a good level
and the club is particularly successful at
attracting and teaching young players.
o The Boot and Shoe – has recently reopened
with a new publican. Sunday lunches and
weekday evening meals are served and
letting rooms will be available in the future.
A meeting room is also available.
o Museum – award winning, owned and run
by volunteers. In 2001 the Flintham
Museum was a finalist in the European
Museum of the Year (the smallest museum
ever entered). It has about 1000 visitors a
year from outside the village. It also has
good connections with the school.
o Scout Group – has its own Scout Hut and
activity field. Sections include Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers (who follow the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award program).
o Community Choir – has about 30 members
ranging in age from 7 to 97.They have
performed at a number of Flintham events
and have taken part in a local choral
competition, reaching the finals.
Village Communication and links
o Village Newsletter – produced by the
Parish Council (monthly).
o Museum/ Shop Newsletter (monthly).

CAR COLSTON
Car Colston occupies a central location in the
Fosse Group of parishes. A conservation village
with listed buildings amongst its 62 houses the
population of 183 is made up of a mix of
working, retired and young people with families.
There are two working farms, a stud
farm and Southfields a private preschool.

morning includes a visit from the Post Office and
pop-up shop.
There is a Mothers Union branch shared with
Screveton and Flintham.

The singular feature of the village is the
large area of registered common land on
which cattle still graze during the
summer months.
The Village Hall, which is across the road
from St Mary’s, is shared with Screveton.
The Hall is well used for village events. The Car
Colston and Screveton WI (38 members) meet
there each month. The weekly village coffee

The village is proud of its thriving cricket club.
Matches are played on the Common every
Sunday from April to September and in August
the Annual Club Luncheon attracts in excess of
200 people.
In addition the village has a popular Public
House, The Royal Oak, which is a friendly country
pub in a beautiful rural setting.
Parish business is conducted at the Annual Parish
Meeting.

Common land and public house

Southfields, a private pre-school, is well
established in the village and a choice of primary
schools exists in surrounding villages. Secondary
education is provided for in Bingham, Grantham
or Nottingham.

SCREVETON
Screveton is a quiet
village between Car
Colston and Flintham.
There is a beautiful
Pinfold which is
looked after by one
lady in the village. In
the last few years we
have had 10 new
houses and a cafe.
There are two working
Pinfold
farms; the former
village pub is now a private house. There was
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once a large hall next to the church which was
owned by the Whalley family, one member of
which signed Charles 1 death
warrant. At the north end of
the village is a memorial to
two sets of airmen who had a
mid-air collision over the
village during 2nd World War,
but diverted their planes so
that no one in the village was
injured. There is a mixed
range of ages and our Parish meetings are
always well attended.

OUR SCHOOLS
East Bridgford St. Peters CofE Academy has
very strong and active links with the Church. The
academy is a founder academy and headquarters
of the Aspire MAT. The school currently has 265
pupils aged 5 to 11, with an associated Pre-School
and school Club. The School’s catchment area
includes the villages of Kneeton and Newton and
it also attracts children from surrounding villages.
In four of the last 12 years it has been rated as
one of the top 100 primary schools in England,
most recently in 2017. It also has a national
reputation for healthy eating, being the school
from which Jamie Oliver’s school meals campaign
started.
The School has a Governing Body of 16 members,
including two Foundation Governors and the
incumbent. The current Chair of Governors is also
a Foundation Governor, PCC Secretary/Vice Chair
and Chair of the MAT Board, demonstrating the
close links between church and school. The
incumbent takes occasional worship assemblies
and assumes the role of Chaplain providing
confidential pastoral care. The school regularly
uses the church for special services (for example
Carol service, festive plays, Harvest Festival,
‘joiners’ and ‘leavers’ services).
The school has a strong Christian focus in its
curriculum and the curriculum link Governor for
R.E. is the incumbent. It has attracted an
‘outstanding’ rating in its last three SIAMS
inspections, the most recent being November
2017.
There
are,
however,
significant
opportunities for developing active links between
the church and the school as both serve vital
community roles in a rural village. The core
purpose of the academy is defined as one of
'Profound Personal Development' and 'striving
for life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10).

Flintham Primary School is a friendly, nursery
and primary school of 112 pupils, serving
Flintham and the surrounding villages.
Approximately 50% of the children are
within catchment. In August 2018 it
converted to an academy and joined the
Equals Multi-Academy Trust. The school
has been judged outstanding by OFSTED
and historically and currently meets and
exceeds national standards of attainment
and progress in English and Mathematics.
Flintham Primary School believes in
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The Headteacher. Richard Tomlinson, writes:
“As a Church of England school we highly value the
relationship with St. Peter’s Church through which the
school regularly uses the church for worship and R.E.
curriculum support. Our Foundation Governors are
highly supportive and visible in the school. We also
appreciate the work in school undertaken by the
church funded Children’s Worker. Our ‘outstanding’
SIAMS report in November 2017 recognised the
church-school links and the school’s exceptional
Christian character.
There is, however, a huge potential to develop the
relationship to the benefit of the school and the
church, both for the present but, more importantly, for
future generations. The SIAMS report stated the one
area to improve is to “Develop links with the local
Anglican and Methodist churches, so that St. Peter’s
pupils take a central role in their local worshipping
community”. I wholeheartedly support this vision and
will work enthusiastically with the new incumbent of
St. Peter’s Church to develop a strong two-way
partnership that ensures our children come to God, not
just in school, but seamlessly by engagement with
what the church can, and should, be offering within
our refreshed relationship – a challenge, but one with
huge and long-term benefits if we can make the
partnership work.

involving the local community in the curriculum
and encouraging parents to have an active part in
the life of the school.
The school has many
excellent
resources;
including whiteboard
technology in every
class, iPads and laptops
a
with
extensive
grounds. The school
also offers a school
based Wraparound Club
for busy parents.

OUR VISION FOR GROWING DISCIPLES

GROWING DISCIPLES - WIDER

WHERE WE ARE…
 Festivals (e.g. Christmas and Easter), Christingle,
Village Feast Sunday, Rogation and Remembrance
services attract many people who do not otherwise
attend church.
 Community events, including concerts, help to reduce
unfamiliarity with the church and open minds to the
role of the church in the community.
 Services and news items are advertised on the Fosse
Group website (http://www.fossegroup.org.uk/), and
via in-church monthly service sheets.
 Some of our churches are open every day of the year,
providing facilities for visitors, and opportunities for
prayer and reflection.
 Parish and festival lunches and suppers attract people
from the wider community.

GROWING DISCIPLES – YOUNGER

 Very few families and youngsters regularly attend
church
 Good links with the two local primary schools
(academies) and contacts with scout and guide
organisations.
 Schools use their local churches for RE teaching and
pre-schools decorate Christmas trees.
 The Head Teachers of both schools are open to a
minister going into school on a regular basis to take
assemblies and other involvement
 Latest SIAMS outcome of the C of E academy rated it
excellent for the third successive time.
 The church- funded Children and Youth Leader takes
some school assemblies and a Bible Explorer group in
the one academy.

WHAT WE WANT TO SEE or NEED HELP TO
ACHIEVE…
 Break down barriers and create a wider
understanding of the mission of the church
and larger congregations
 Greater understanding of the needs and
expectations of the community with regard
to the church and their faith
 Personal contact of the priest in the
community to encourage more parishioners
to attend services
 More communication from members of the
community on their pastoral needs.
 Increased use of social media to promote the
church and its activities, and technology to
facilitate worship when appropriate.
 Explore the re-establishment of church organised away-days and weekends.
 Strengthen links with current & future
families so that they engage with faith & our
church family.
 Further develop and improve the links with
school and youth organisations.
 Service pattern needs to include services
that are relevant and attractive to young
children and families.
 Promote services aimed at children and
families, e.g. Storyteller, Messy Church,
more widely.
 Continue and extend the use of dedicated
services

GROWING DISCIPLES - DEEPER

 Church runs Messy Church jointly with the Methodist
Church.
 We have weekly Bible Study and Prayer Groups that
are open to all denominations.
 We run an annual Lent course.
 Promote Alpha courses at church
 We have two active Mothers’ Union branches open
to non-church members.
 There is a dedicated Prayer Chapel in one of our
churches.
 Collection from Group Service is donated to a chosen
charity.

 Strengthen ties between all the churches in
the Group and continue to support each
other.
 Encourage more people to attend some kind
of learning group.
 Promotion and facilitation of attendance at
faith events outside the village, e.g. in other
parishes and at the Minster.
 Develop a strategy to determine what our
village residents want from their church and
what will bring them to church, worship and
development of faith.

The responses from individual churches are available at http://www.fossegroup.org.uk/recruitment/
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OUR WORSHIP
A typical monthly service pattern across the Fosse Group, without any festivals or special services, is
represented by:
St Peter’s
East Bridgford

st

1 Sunday

St Augustine’s
Flintham

9.15am
Sung Eucharist
(CW) (31)
6.30pm
Evensong (BCP) (8)

2nd Sunday

-

-

-

-

-

10.00am
Morning Prayer
(12)

-

-

-

-

-

11.00am
Holy
Communion
(CW/BCP) (15)

-

-

6.00pm
Evensong (BCP)
(12)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

11.00am
Holy
Communion
(BCP) (10)

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday
6.30pm
Choral Evensong
(BCP) (25)

11.00am
Holy
Communion
(CW) (10)
-

11am Group Service –Holy Communion (CW/BCP) (19 - 39)
rotated through all churches

5th Sunday

Wednesdays

11.00am
Holy
Communion
(CW) (12)

-

6.30pm
Evensong (BCP)
(10)

9.15am
Sung Eucharist
(CW) (32)

St Wilfrid’s
Screveton

-

-

-

St Mary’s
Car Colston

-

9.15am
Sung Eucharist
(CW) (35)
10.45am
Storyteller (5+11)

9.15am
Informal Eucharist
(CW) (25)

St Helen’s
Kneeton

10.00am
Holy Communion
(BCP) (11)

-

-

-

(n) average attendance
* Until the start of the interregnum, St. Peter’s held a twice monthly 8am Sunday Communion Service.
Additional services:
 School services
 Ecumenical services
 Remembrance services
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Christingle, carol and Christmas Day services
Services in Holy Week and at Easter
Baptism, wedding and funeral services

-

OUR CHURCH LIFE
St. Helen’s, Kneeton
Details of usual twice monthly services can be
found on the group website
(www.fossegroup.org.uk) but special services are
held celebrating Christmas, Harvest and Rogation

an extra-ordinary meeting occurs. Kneeton PCC
will be joining with East Bridgford and Flintham
later in the year. The church currently has 2
church wardens and 14 on the Electoral Roll.
There is no village hall in this small community but
church members support events run by other
churches in the Fosse Group; - namely,
Lent/Lammas lunches, Bible study/Lent study
groups and concerts. In addition, refreshments
are provided by St Helen’s for the Notts Ride and
Stride event, the 5 Churches Walk and Open
Churches days.
We host visits from bell ringing groups from far
and wide and the Historic Churches Trust
members in Nottinghamshire.

Rogation service

Sunday. St Helen’s traditionally follows the BCP
form of worship at its services. Attendance at
services is usually about 12 with people attending
on a regular basis from other churches in the
Fosse Group, and 40 at Harvest and 70 at
Christmas. Rogation, in particular, offers an
opportunity for collaboration with the local
primary schools at East Bridgford and Flintham.
Refreshments are served after all services to
provide a time for informal social fellowship.
The church building is the village meeting place as
well as a place for private prayer and spiritual
comfort. Church flowers, cleaning of the church
and brasses, reading of lessons etc. have their
own coordinator. The Patron organises the
maintenance of the churchyard.
The PCC is currently made up of 8 members and
meets for the APCM in March, and on occasions

St Helen’s is
open all the
year round
during the
day. We
are a small
church, but
church
goers and
non-church
goers alike
in the
community
work hard
to keep our
church
Refreshments at St. Helen’s
open, to
offer a welcome to all who visit it and to help one
another in different ways, particularly in times of
need.

St. Peter’s, East Bridgford
Past village surveys indicated that a significant
proportion of the village population value the
existence of the church in the village. The church
is spiritually essential in the lives of those who
meet at St. Peter’s for worship, prayer and the
sharing of a common faith. This is enhanced by
the fellowship exhibited through the provision of
refreshments after Sunday morning services.
The church is well represented in most of the
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village organisations. However, specifically
church-based organised social activity is limited.
Churchmanship is central and the worship pattern
includes the Eucharist, celebrated each Sunday
morning, BCP Holy Communion celebrated each
Wednesday morning and Services of the Word
mainly in the form of BCP Evensong.
Major festivals are very well attended, with 700
people attending our various services at

Christmas, which include a Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols and two Christingle services. Our
Patronal Festival (Feast Sunday), held at the end
of June, has a very special significance in the
village. The uniformed youth organisations parade
twice yearly at Feast Sunday and Remembrance
Day services.

Mothers’ Union. The East Bridgford branch, with
17 members, meets monthly. On the first
Wednesday of each month, members attend the
10am communion service at St Peter’s Church.
Music is a central part of worship and an
important contribution to the atmosphere of the
church. It is led by the choir and the organ, which
is played by a highly qualified and experienced
Director of Music who is also known for his work
outside the parish. The main choir is fully robed at
each formal Sunday Eucharist, a monthly choral
Evensong and at special services. Attracting new
regular members to the choir, including children,
is one of the big challenges facing the church.
A small music group leads the monthly informal
Communion Service.

We have an excellent relationship with the
Methodist Church in the village, with whom we
share joint services during the course of the year,
starting each January with a Covenant service.
Children and Young People - St Peter’s, jointly
with three other churches (East Bridgford
Methodist Church, Bingham Methodist Church
and St Mary and All Saints Church, Bingham)
employs a part-time, jointly funded Children and
Youth worker (CYW). At St Peter’s, the CYW,
supported by a small team of helpers, leads the
Storyteller service for young children and their
families on the 2nd Sunday each month and a
weekly Bible Explorers club at St Peter’s Academy,
with over 30 children attending. She also leads a
team of volunteers from East Bridgford Methodist
Church and St. Peter’s Church, who run Messy
Church in the Methodist Church after school on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month.
Bible Study Group. The spiritual life of the church
is strengthened through the Bible Study Group
which has now been running continuously twice
weekly for over 16 years. No previous knowledge
of scripture has been necessary to join these
meetings which are held in a friendly informal
atmosphere. It is attended by Anglicans,
Methodists and other denominations and is open
to the whole Fosse Group of parishes.
Prayer Group. The Prayer Group meets on
Monday mornings to pray for those who are sick
or in need, both locally and further afield, and also
for national and worldwide issues. It too is open
to the whole Group.
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Bells and Bell Ringing - The bells are rung every
Sunday, alternating between morning and evening
services. The team meets on Monday evening to
practise and train new ringers. The bells are also
rung on special occasions by request, most
commonly at weddings. A full set of handbells
have recently been restored and a new handbell
ringing group established.
Open Church programme - the church is also used
for events - concerts held two or three times a
year, a Christmas Tree Festival, now established as
a biennial event, and Flower Festivals

Planned giving - At present we have 120 donors
committed to making regular donations. Our total
income from planned giving including tax
recovered on Gift Aid donations was £36,586 in
2018. We also run the Village Magazine with a
monthly circulation of over 650 copies that makes
a very important contribution to church funds.
We employ an administrator, organist/
choirmaster and a cleaner, all part time. We have

a treasurer who maintains the books and
produces
annual
accounts.
Additionally,
volunteers bank collections and other cash
receipts, help to maintain the churchyard and
perform many other essential church related
duties. An external contractor is employed to
carry out the mowing.
Parochial Church Council - Currently, St. Peter’s
has a very active and committed PCC comprising
17 members including nine ‘ordinary’ members,
three of whom are elected annually for a threeyear period, and two elected Deanery Synod

representatives.
Many of the day to day responsibilities of the PCC
have been delegated to leadership teams which
comprise both PCC and non-PCC members.
 Fabric Team
 Finance Team
 Social/Fundraising Team
However, as indicated, the PCC at East Bridgford
will be replaced by a single PCC for the new parish
of East Bridgford, Flintham and Kneeton.

St. Wilfrid’s, Screveton
There is an active PCC which will
be joining with St Mary’s Car
Colston later in the year. We have
a great deal of support from the
village with fund raising and
general church cleaning etc. Our
fundraising events allow for
fellowship within the village and
also promote the church family.
Our annual services include Plough
Sunday, Harvest and Carols by Candle light. We

and

St

have each month one
clergy led service and
a Morning Prayer
which is led by a
Church Warden or a
member
of
the
congregation.
We have an active
Mother’s Union which
includes St. Mary’s
Augustine’s
.

St. Mary’s, Car Colston
Holy Communion services are held at St Mary’s on
the 3rd Sunday of each month alternating between
Common Worship and Book of Common Prayer.
Additional services are held at Easter, Harvest
Festival, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas.
Attendance
at monthly
services is
typically 10
to
15
communican
ts with much
greater
numbers
attending
special occasions for example on Remembrance
Sunday the congregation was well in excess of 100
people.
Our PCC is made up of 6 members including 2
churchwardens. Meetings are held at least 4 times
each year. There are now 24 on the Electoral Role.
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We have Safeguarding, Health and Safety and Fire
Policies in place.
As a result of the
new Pastoral
Scheme we will
join with
Screveton to form
one new PCC for
the single parish
of Car Colston
and Screveton.
St
Mary’s
contributes to a
great sense of
community within
the village. Many residents participate in the life
of the church in a variety ways. There is an
extensive and dedicated team of willing helpers
who assist with church opening, churchyard
mowing and, of course, brass cleaning and
flowers.

St. Augustine’s, Flintham
Our church of St Augustine’s is used as a regular
place of worship and for family occasions such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals. Festival
services, particularly the Christmas Carol Service,
are very well attended (c150 adults and children
in 2018 about 30 of which were standing); 20 -30
on Christmas and Easter Days and large numbers
usually attend funerals of well-known locals.
Although regular attendance at church is not high,
there is support throughout the village and many
villagers who never come to church are willing to
help, for example, in fundraising events.
The PCC – comprises the Rector (Chairman) when
in post, Treasurer, One Churchwarden and one
other. A minute taker is also usually present but
is not a member of the PCC. Meetings occur about
4 times a year.
The church has links with many of the village
organisations including:

Flintham Primary School - children, parents and
teachers from the school come to the church for
end of term and harvest festival services. Previous
incumbents have also been invited to take school
assemblies on a regular basis and in the past have
sat on the Board of Governors. Teachers also use
the church as an educational resource.

The Flintham Museum - our award winning
Village Museum includes the church in its ‘Village
Experience’ tours which it arranges for a range of
organisations from youth groups e.g. Young
Farmers, to groups of all ages with special needs
to senior citizen’s
social and
educational groups
such as the Mother’s
Union and U3A. The
Museum also uses
the church as a venue
for innovative ways
of sharing village
history such as
recreating the 1919
Peace Day with a
modern twist.
The Village Hall –
increasingly
the
church and village hall co-operate on fundraising
activities, such as the snowdrop / bluebell walks in
Flintham Hall gardens and also when the church is
used as a venue for folk, jazz and classical
concerts.
Flintham Hall – links have always existed between
the church and the Hall and the present occupant,
Sir Robert Hildyard, is our Patron. He is
increasingly encouraging the use of the Hall
grounds for fund raising events e.g. snowdrop
walk / bluebell walk. He also provides
refreshments in the Hall after the Carol Service,
which is a big attraction.
Mothers’ Union – currently joint with Car Colston
and Screveton.

Reflections
Our PCCs, together with other key stakeholders,
have undertaken a reflective appraisal of the
current status of our churches and our worship
(their strengths and weaknesses), the huge
potential for their development in the future
(opportunities) and the challenges that will be
confronted and taken on to meet that vision
.
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(threats). Most of the identified features in each
of these categories are common across all our
churches and communities but a small number
are church/community specific.
This analysis is presented on our website at
www.fossegroup.org.uk/recruitment - please take
time to read this important piece of work

OUR PARISH CHURCHES
St. Augustine’s, Flintham
A Grade I church dating from Norman times was
largely rebuilt in in 1828.
The last Quinquennial Report (September 2017)
stated that “the church is very well cared for and
its general condition is very good with few items
requiring attention”. These items are being
resolved during regular maintenance as they
become affordable.
Recent work inside the church has included
reordering of the under tower / chancel area,
redecoration of the nave and replacement of
carpets in areas of the nave.
Fundraising and grant applications are underway
to enable disabled and infirm access into the
churchyard and therefore the church. This will

involve removing the steps into the churchyard
and creating a slope up the churchyard path.
In the longer term, the oil fuelled boiler and wet
heating system and the organ will need to be
replaced.

St Helen’s, Kneeton
The Grade II Listed church is partly 13th to 15th
century, but the present building was subject to a
major restoration in 1879. Considerable money
has been spent on the fabric of the church and
churchyard in recent times (namely, a new path,
decoration of nave, chancel and porch, rewiring,
new heaters and repairs to bells, organ, roof and
drains). The clock was installed in 2000 and a
treble bell was added to the original three in
2001. We have kept up to date with our
Quinquennial work. St Helen’s has Safeguarding,
Health and Safety and Fire Policies in place.

St Mary’s, Car Colston
St Mary’s Church is Grade I listed and dates from
the early 13th century. In 2009 a legacy was used
to repair the roof, install a kitchen, two toilets and
a new boiler. In 2017 the Wordsworth and
Maskell organ was refurbished with funds raised
in the parish by the “Friends of St Mary’s.
The recent Quinquennial inspection in October
2018 concluded that St Mary’s is well looked after
with only a small number of minor maintenance
items identified.
There are ambitious plans for future
improvements such as the reordering of the
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chancel, the refurbishment of the bell tower and
restoration and re-commissioning of the 4 bells.
New funding will be required for all these
projects.

St. Wilfrid’s. Screveton
The Grade I listed church dates from the 13th
century but it had major restorations in the mid
1880s. The fabric of the building is in excellent
condition, considering its age and the roof was
replaced in 2008. We hope to be able to put in a
kitchenette and toilets in the future. We spend
money each year to have the stone work
repointed to prevent and further ingress of damp.
Our Quinquennial inspection concluded that the
building is in good order with no major problem.

St. Peter’s. East Bridgford
The church is Grade I listed. Christian worship
has been offered on this site from 700AD. for
over 1300 years. It was burnt and rebuilt
between 800 and 1050 and rebuilt in the 13th
century with significant 14th and 18th century
restorations
The latest Quinquennial Report states "The
general condition of the Church is good. The
building is very well cared for by a team of
dedicated people.”
Planning permission has been granted to install
glass doors to the entrance porch of the church,
which will give a more welcoming aspect to the
church and facilitate climate control.
The church clock and chimes were upgraded in
late 2018 by provision of automatic electric
winding motors to replace a small team of longstanding volunteer winders. A Prayer Chapel was
created in part of the Nave in 2017.

Other significant PCC approved projects include:
 Restoration and repairs to nearly 70
gravestones.
 Redecoration of parts of the Nave and
Chancel.
 Restoration of church boundary wall.
 Provision of new drainage round the
church building.
A future project is the potential re-ordering of the
rear of the Nave to create a more flexible worship
and fellowship area. This may attract some
controversy as it will necessitate removal of some
pews.
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OUR FINANCES
Parish Share
Parish

Parish share allocated

Parish share paid

Percentage paid

2016

2017

2018

2016

2017

2018

2016

2017

2018

Car Colston

5,340

5,376

5,424

3,384

3,384

3,500

63.4%

62.9%

64.5%

East Bridgford

68,424

69,012

69,612

60,102

60,682

50,000

87.8%

87.8%

71.8%

Flintham

4,884

4,920

4,968

650

1,000

2,500

13.3%

20.3%

50.3%

Kneeton

5,964

6,024

6, 072

2,500

2,500

3,000

41.9%

41.5%

49.4%

Screveton

5,880

5,928

5,976

3,270

2,331

4,500

55.6%

60.7%

75.3%

Summary of 2018 accounts
Unrestricted Funds
Parish
Income

Expenditure

Excess/(deficit)
for the year

Total
excluding
fixed assets)

Restricted
Funds

Total funds

6,860

9,312

(2,452)

1,247

56,718

57,965

East Bridgford

75,909

93,785

(17,876)

415.624

109,754

525,378

Flintham

10,173

10,767

(594)

12,619

8,764

21,383

Kneeton

5,890

11,094

(5,204)

59,493

0

59,493

Screveton

8,582

6,849

1,733

1,918

510

2,428

Car Colston
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OUR MISSION STATISTICS
Population according to 2011 Census data
Church

Population

0-17

18-44

45-64

65+

Christian

IMD rank

Car Colston

183

42 (23%)

47 (26%)

69 (38%)

24 (13%)

128 (70%)

12228

East Bridgford

1816

399 (22%)

418 (23%)

563 (31%)

436 (24%)

1217 (67%)

12228

Flintham

597

137 (23%)

185 (31%)

203 (34%)

72 (12%)

388 (65%)

8691

Kneeton

56

7 (13%)

11 (20%)

22 (40%)

16 (28%)

40 (71%)

12228

Screveton

135

17 (13%)

27 (20%)

54 (40%)

58 (28%)

96 (71%)

12228

2787

602

688

911

586

1869
(68.8%)

Fosse Group- Statistics for Mission 2013-2018
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Electoral Roll
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

16
89
13
13
19
150

14
89
13
16
19
151

14
84
10
16
18
142

14
84
10
16
18
142

13
84
10
16
19
142

13
76
10
16
18
133

16
59
11
13
26
125

13
69
10
10
15
117

11
88
13
11
14
137

10
69
9
12
12
112

15
50
11
12
14
102

12
39
10
11
12
84
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2016

2017

2018

1
5
1
0
4
11

1
6
1
0
1
9

1
10
2
0
1
14

1
10
1
0
3
14

2
7
0
0
1
8

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
2
0
0
0
2

1
3
0
0
0
3

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
1
0
0
0
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

1
7
0
0
1
9

1
9
0
0
1
11

0
3
1
0
1
5

0
5
2
0
1
8

2
6
0
0
0
8

0
5
1
0
0
6

0
14
1
0
0
15

3
3
3
0
0
9

2
4
2
0
1
9

1
14
0
1
1
17

2
6
2
2
0
12

Weddings
1
9
1
0
0
11

0
4
0
0
0
4

0
0
0
0
0
0

Baptisms/Christenings under 13
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

2015

Confirmations

Usual Sunday Attendance (children)
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

2014

Baptisms/Christenings 13+

Usual Sunday Attendance (adults)
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton
`

2013

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

Funerals (in church)
2
2
1
0
1
5

3
4
2
0
0
6

0
2
1
0
3
6

1
4
0
1
2
7

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

3
9
0
0
0
12

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Funerals (in crematorium)
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
86
21
0
5
112

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

21
65
15
0
28
108

0
28
16
0
28
72

39
71
8
0
0
79

16
60
10
0
0
70

38
0
0
0
47
47

27
513
16
0
30
586

0
472
16
0
30
518

49
388
11
0
0
448

25
420
13
0
0
458

51
269
0
0
52
372

Christmas Communicants
0
0
0
0
1
1

0
0
0
0
1
1

0
0
0
0
0
0

2
2
2
0
0
6

Easter Communicants
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

2013

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

36
53
17
0
12
82

Christmas Attendance
0
68
18
0
0
86

0
80
0
0
0
80

0
107
9
0
0
116

0
90
18
0
0
108

0
54
22
0
0
76

0
86
19
0
0
105

0
124
0
0
0
124

0
137
10
0
0
147

0
134
20
0
0
163

0
75
25
0
0
106

Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

48
426
21
0
18
513

Easter Attendance
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

0
96
23
0
5
124

Worshipping Community in 2018
Car Colston
East Bridgford
Flintham
Kneeton
Screveton

OUR LINKS










Page | 24

Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham LINK
Fosse Group of Parishes LINK
East Bridgford St. Peter’s CofE Academy LINK
Flintham Primary School LINK
Toot Hill School LINK
East Bridgford village LINK
Flintham village LINK
Nottinghamshire villages LINK
Southwell & Nottingham Church History Project LINK

0-10

11-17

18-69

70+

Total

0
10
1
2
0
13

0
0
0
0
1
1

10
30
4
6
3
53

5
40
8
13
15
81

15
80
13
21
19
148

