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The Parish of St Peter, East Bridgford 
 

Annual Parish Meeting (APM) (Easter Vestry Meeting) 
Sunday, 7th May 2017 at 10.45am 

 
Agenda 

1. Opening prayer 
2. Approval of minutes of APM, 2016 
3. Election of churchwardens 
 

 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

Thursday, 11th May 2017 at 7:00pm 
 

Agenda 
1. Approval of minutes of APCM, 2016 
2. Matters arising 

 
 Reports 

3. Electoral Roll report    (Electoral Roll Officer) 
4. Annual report of PCC    (Secretary) 
5. Presentation of financial statements   (Treasurer) 
6. Report on fabric, goods and ornaments  (Churchwarden) 
7. Deanery Synod report    (Deanery Synod member) 
8. Annual report of Priest-in-Charge 

 
 Elections and Appointments 

9. Election of members of Deanery Synod 
10. Election of members of the PCC 
11. Appointment of sidespeople 
12. Appointment of auditor to the PCC 

 
13. Any other business 
14. Closing prayers 
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St Peter’s Church, East Bridgford 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 24th April 2016 
 
The meeting was chaired by, and opened with prayer from, The Reverend Oliver 
Learmont – Priest in Charge. 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2016 
A written summary was presented by the Secretary. 
The Minutes were unanimously accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed by: Beryl Cottrill  Seconded by: David Goodger 

Election of Churchwardens  
Heather Fielding and Mark Fielding were nominated (Sara James) and 
seconded (Patrick Mackie) as Churchwarden. 
There being no further nominations, Heather and Mark Fielding were elected 
unanimously to serve as Churchwarden for the forthcoming year. 
Thanks were expressed to Ges Macdonald, and to the two Deputy 
Churchwardens, Pam Shaw and Angela Higgs, for their support during the last 
year. 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 24th April 2016 

Apologies for Absence 
In line with adopted practice, apologies were not recorded for this meeting due to 
the large number of potential attendees. 21 people, including church officers, 
attended the meeting. 

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2016 
Written minutes were presented by the Secretary. 
The Minutes were unanimously accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed by: Hilary Linnington  Seconded by: Angela Higgs 

Matters Arising 
• Lynne Black asked if pastoral home visiting is still on hold. The Chair 

responded that a pastoral care group is to be established but members 
require appropriate training as recommended by Diocese. So far, there has 
been negligible take-up. Two meetings for interested volunteers have been 
organised but with no response. The issue will be followed up in the pew 
sheet. 

• Lynne Black commented that Evensong does not appear to create a link with 
younger people and it has diminishing number of attenders. OL responded 
that there is a need to re-appraise the service. Evensong is fulfilling a role for 
some people. Other initiatives are taking place aimed at young people. Lynne 
added that there appears to a preference to return to the previous pattern of 
6:30pm Evensong. The Chair replied that the needs for Evensong will be 
reviewed at a forthcoming PCC meeting.  
Hilary Lee suggested that regular Evensong attenders should be asked for 
their opinions. 

• Hilary Lee asked if there are plans to repair damaged hymn books. The Chair 
replied that the matter would be taken to PCC for action. 

• Robert Lee asked about the availability of the PCC minute folder. The folder 
is kept at the back of the church. 

• Three people commented on the length of the Easter Sunday services over 
the last two years. The Chair responded that it could have been slightly 
shorter but that, as it is the main church service of the year it should be 
expected to last longer than normal services, which is in line with other 
churches. The 2016 service had been shorter than in 2015, which has 
received positive feedback, especially with the number of children present. 

Electoral Roll 
It was reported that the Electoral Roll stands at 87, a decrease of 3 over the 
previous year. Michael Finnigan, Electoral Roll Officer (ERO), was thanked for 
his work on the Electoral Roll. Electoral Roll forms are available in church. OL 
stated he would like to encourage members of the congregation to join the 
Electoral Roll. 

Report on the Activities of the PCC 
The Secretary, Peter Golightly, presented a report on the activities of the 
Parochial Church Council during the previous 12 months.  A copy of this report is 
appended to the archive minutes. 
There were no questions or discussion arising from the report. 

Presentation of Financial Statements 
The Treasurer, Bill Case, gave a clear, concise and detailed report of the 
financial affairs of the Parish, supported by meticulously prepared accounts for 
the year to 31 December 2016. 
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It was proposed (by Oliver Learmont) and seconded (by Hilary Linnington) that 
the accounts are accepted. The proposal was carried unanimously.  
The Treasurer asked that his thanks be expressed to Lynne Black, Hilary 
Linnington, Robert Lee and the Finance Team for all their help during throughout 
the year. He also thanked Robert McConnell for examining the accounts. 
The Treasurer was thanked, not only for all the hard work involved in the 
preparation of the complex accounts, but also for his diligence in administering 
the financial affairs of the Parish during the past 12 months. A copy of the 
financial report and the accounts are appended to the archive minutes. 

Report on Fabric, Goods and Ornaments 
The report from the Churchwarden, Ges Macdonald, was presented in her 
absence. There were no ensuing questions or discussion.  
The Churchwarden had reiterated her thanks to the Deputy Churchwardens and 
many others for the support given to her throughout the year. 

Deanery Synod report 
The Chair and Lynne Black presented a verbal summary on Deanery Synod. 
Angela Higgs and Lynne Black have served as Deanery Synod members for the 
last 12 months. The main issues addressed have included: 
• Parish Share 
• Deconsecrating churches  
• Loss of priests who have moved on to other roles. 
• Charities 
• Regrouping of parishes with a reconsideration of the 2020 initiative. The 

original proposal was for the Fosse Group to be aligned with Radcliffe & 
Shelford benefice. Bishop Paul is undertaking a new consultation. 

• David Harper is retiring from his position in Bingham. 
PCC members have received copies of Deanery Synod meetings.  

Annual Report from Priest-in-Charge 
A written report from OL for the previous 12 months was presented, a summary 
of which had been given as the address at the preceding Eucharist service. 

Election of Members of Deanery Synod 
No appointments were required for Deanery Synod from the PCC. Therefore, 
Angela Higgs and Lynne Black will continue to serve for the next year. 

Election of Members of Parochial Church Council 
The following were elected without a vote to serve as Parochial Representatives 
of the Laity to the Parochial Church Council for a period of 3 years: 

1. David Johnson (proposed by Pam Shaw; seconded by Robert Large) 
2. Elisabeth Johnson (proposed by Liz Reed; seconded by Janice White) 
3. Christopher Henwood (proposed by Colin Anderson; seconded by Michael 

Clarke) 
The Chair thanked Marian Wheeler for her contribution to the PCC over many 
years. He also thanked David Goodger for all that he has done, and continues to 
do, for the church and for his PCC and past Churchwarden service. 

Appointment of Sidesmeni 
All existing sidesmen were re-elected en bloc.  

Appointment of Examiner to the Council 
Robert McConnell was proposed (by Peter Golightly and seconded (by 
Elisabeth Johnson) to serve as Examiner to the Council for the forthcoming year. 

Page 5



 
This proposal was carried unanimously. It was indicated that this will probably be 
his last year of office and for whom a replacement will need to be appointed. 

 
Any Other Business 

• Hilary Lee expressed disappointment, on behalf of the Mothers’ Union (MU), 
at the support that the MU receives from the congregation. for example at 
Christmas and at coffee mornings. Money raised at MU is used to support 
mothers and families throughout the world. The Chair responded that all MU 
meetings need to be advertised and that the Wednesday morning communion 
service is to be associated with the MU. He concluded by thanking Hilary Lee 
and Marian Wheeler for their work with the MU. 

• Lynne Black queried the rehanging of pictures on the church walls following 
completion of the church redecoration. The Chair responded that it is hoped 
to have the pictures rehung by the end of May following consultation with the 
church architect on appropriate fixings. 

• Elisabeth Johnson asked about the future of Peter’s Club. The Chair 
responded that it has started again and was held on Mothering Sunday and 
Easter Sunday. It will not take place on every first Sunday in the month. More 
volunteers need to sign up to help, including at the Storyteller service. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended with prayer at 12:13pm with 
prayer from Michael Clarke. 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN:        Date: 

 
 

CHURCHWARDEN:   
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Report on the Activities of the Parochial Church Council 

2016-17 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has met on six occasions during the last 12 months, all 
of which were regular, scheduled meetings. The average attendance was 65%. The 
Treasurer and a representative from the Methodist Church have been in regular attendance. 
The Standing Committee has not been convened during the year. 
The main items covered at regular PCC meetings were as follows: 

• At its first meeting following the 2016 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) officers 
of the PCC – Vice Chair, Treasurer and Secretary -  were confirmed. Robert Taylor was 
appointed as a co-opted member of the PCC. Members of the Standing Committee were 
also proposed and agreed. 

• The Council have received a detailed report at each meeting from the Revd Oliver 
Learmont. The report covers issues of communication, fellowship, worship, pastoral care, 
and other aspects of ministry in East Bridgford and across the Fosse Group. A separate 
report on forthcoming services has also been presented to each meeting. 

• The Council have received regular reports on church activities aimed at children, 
including the monthly Storyteller service, and Messy Church. Council has agreed to 
continue to provide part of the costs of the Children’s, Young People and Families’ 
Worker, Gordon Lee. The post is shared and jointly funded with the Methodist churches 
in East Bridgford and Bingham and St. Mary’s & All Saints Church, Bingham. 

• The Council has received regular reports from the Treasurer on the financial status of the 
Church and on all financial issues affecting the Church. The Treasurer has advised 
Council on projected financial trends and challenges facing the church in the future. Gifts 
to Missions and Charities have continued to be made through a PCC-approved dedicated 
collection on one Sunday each month. 
Council continues to consider and implement a range of initiatives to increase church 
funding, from one-off fundraising events to increased regular giving. 
Bill Case continued to act as Treasurer on a temporary basis from April pending finding a 
new permanent replacement through advertising and personal contacts of Council 
members. However, as no replacement was found by September 2016, Bill Case offered 
to continue as Treasurer with a small remuneration for the time involved in the role, which 
Council gratefully agreed. 

• Strong relationships with St. Peter’s Academy have continued during the year. Regular 
collective worship assemblies are being held in school facilitated by Gordon Lee and 
Father Oliver. 

• The Council has again discussed proposals for the payment of the annual Parish Share 
from East Bridgford. Council agreed that it would pay the full amount requested in 2016 
due to the receipt of a legacy. This issue will be reconsidered for 2017. 

• Reports and guidance from the PCC Fabric Team have continued to be presented at 
PCC meetings to facilitate the maintenance and development of the fabric of the church. 
Following extensive preparatory architectural work, development of a value-for-money 
case, and public consultation at the village show and through the Parish Magazine, 
Council agreed to the proposal for the provision of glass doors to the outer aspect of the 
church porch. Subsequently, planning permission has been granted. Commissioning the 
work is on hold pending further public consultation. 

• Council has taken steps to secure the safety of a number of gravestones in the 
churchyard which, through an expert survey, have been deemed to be unsafe with a 
potential risk of falling. Following extensive efforts to identify and consult with relatives of 
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those whose graves are affected, Council has agreed to a programme of having the 
affected gravestones laid flat to eliminate risks to churchyard visitors. 

• The Council has received regular reports from the Churchwardens on the condition of 
and repairs to the fabric of the Church, the substance of which is covered in the 
Churchwardens’ Report. Council have approved the re-siting of the sound system control 
cabinet following the theft of part of the system in March 2017, with final decisions 
delegated to the Fabric Team. 

• Reports from Deanery Synod meetings have been reported to the Council by the two 
Deanery Synod representatives. Council have received ongoing briefings from Deanery 
Synod representatives and Father Oliver on the diocesan initiative of ‘Growing Disciples, 
the Bishop’s vision to ‘grow disciples wider, younger, deeper’. 

• PCC members are involved with contributing to a welcome pack for new residents in East 
Bridgford which will introduce and promote the church and provide the first point of 
contact to establishing links with the church. Through this it is hoped to establish a 
‘visitors’ team’ to develop church awareness and engagement. 

• Council approved the laying up in church of the flag of the Women’s Section of the Royal 
British legion, which was undertaken on Remembrance Sunday. Faculty approval is 
being sought to have a permanent fixture near to the font. 

• Following a presentation from the bell ringers, Council approved servicing and repairs to 
the church bells. In a further development, Council has also approved exploration of the 
installation of electric motors to undertake the regular winding of the church clock and 
chimes’ mechanisms due to the increasing difficulties of guaranteed volunteers to 
undertake manual winding. External funding is being pursued to support the continued 
provision of this important village feature. 

• Council members organised and manned an exhibition and stand at the village show 
which covered a number aspects of church life, including Storyteller sessions. PCC 
approved a proposal for road closures during the Act of Remembrance during the Feast 
Sunday Evensong. The success of this initiative led to similar closures on Remembrance 
Sunday and will be repeated at future similar events. The application for road closures 
was undertaken by Francis Meylan on behalf of the church for which the Council are very 
grateful. 

• The Council received and approved a job outline for the PA to the Priest-in-Charge 
following her earlier appointment to the role. 

• The Council has maintained a strong ecumenical component through cross-
representation between the PCC and the Methodist Council to observe each other’s 
practices and share experiences and issues of mutual interest, and to provide support to 
Messy Church and other Methodist Chapel activities. 

• Following two successful concerts held in church which raised funds for the church and 
charity, Council and the Churchwardens are developing plans and a strategy for a range 
of future events to give the church a wider profile and to encourage village residents to 
become engaged with its parish church. 

• The Council have been briefed on aspects of the Church Representation Rules (2011) 
relating to the conduct of meetings and PCC activities. 

• Many other issues have been considered and approved by the Council over the last 12 
months. Most of these related to the day-to-day running and maintenance of the Church 
and its activities. 

 

Peter Golightly 
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council 
April 2017 
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                    INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT to the
              PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

This report on the accounts of the PCC for the year 31 December 2016 , which are set out on
pages 3 to 13 , is in respect of an examination carried out in accordance with the Church
Accounting Regulations 2006 ( ' the Regulations' ) and s.43 of the Charities Act 1993 ( ' the Act ' ) .

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

As the members of the PCC you are responsible for the preparation of accounts , you consider
that the audit requirements of the Regulations and section 43 (2) of the Act do not apply . It is
my responsibility to issue this report on those financial statements in accordance with the terms
of the Regulations .

Basis of independent examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 43 (7) b of the Act and found in the Church Guidance 2006 edition .
That examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the PCC and a comparison
of the accounts with those records . It also includes considering any unusual items or disclosure
in the financial statements and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any
such matters . The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required
in an audit , and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts .

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination , no matter has come to my attention :

1.  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
          - to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act ; and
          - to prepare financial statements , which accord with the accounting records and 
            comply with the requirements of the Act and the Regulations have not been met ; or
            
2.  to which , in my opinion , attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding
of the accounts to be reached .

Mr R McConnell

2017
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              PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

        TREASURER'S REPORT

The results for the year to 31st December 2016 show an excess of expenditure over income of £ 47,844
compared to a similar result of £ 74,768 in the previous year , 

During the year the redecoration of the church and associated building works were completed , costs 
are shown in Note 9 on page 10 . It was agreed by the PCC that as no further progress had been made
on the project to develop an extension to the church , then the costs incurred between 2009 and 2015 
and treated as prepayments in earlier years accounts , should be written off . 

In view of the forecast result for the year , it was agreed that we would only pay our Parish Share in line
with past practice resulting a payment of £ 60,102 or 88% of allocation . Mission costs reflect a full years
contribution to the Grace Project Youth Worker scheme .

We have been able to recover most of the VAT incurred on the redecoration and building costs  £ 10,736 and  
a final claim will be made in 2017 .

The magazine continues to provide a substantial and dependable source of net income , this year £ 8,625
compared to £ 8,022 in 2015 .Thanks go to all involved .

Due to the rise in unit prices the value of our CCLA Investments have increased by £ 48,792 .

Once again thanks should be expressed to the members of the Finance Team for all their help and support
thoughout the year .

W F Case

2017
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                      PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

        STATEMENT of FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

       for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

Note Unrestricted Restricted Endowment TOTAL FUNDS
funds funds funds 2016 2015

INCOMING RESOURCES

 Incoming resources
 from donors 2a 42,907 4,025 46,932 50,020

 Other voluntary
 resources 2b 0 0 0 50

 Income from charitable
 and ancillary trading 2c 23,260 10,736 33,996 22,177

Investment Income 2d 8,882 4,580 268 13,730 17,313

75,049 19,341 268 94,658 89,560

RESOURCES EXPENDED

 Grants 3a 8,363 2,663 11,026 5,466

 Activities directly relating
 to the work of the Church 3b 104,171 24,328 268 128,767 156,983

 Fund raising and publicity 3c 677 0 677 677

 Church management and
 administration 3d 2,032 0 2,032 1,202

115,243 26,991 268 142,502 164,328

NET INCOME RESOURCES /
( RESOURCES EXPENDED ) -40,194 -7,650 0 -47,844 -74,768

INVESTMENT GAINS and LOSSES
 Realised 0 0
 Unrealised 32,177 15,696 919 48,792 6,292

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS -8,017 8,046 919 948 -68,476

BALANCES BROUGHT FORWARD
as at 1 JANUARY 2016 443,189 69,590 8,276 521,055 589,531

BALANCES CARRIED FORWARD
as at 31 DECEMBER 2016 435,172 77,636 9,195 522,003 521,055

Page 13



              PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

BALANCE SHEET

            as at 31 DECEMBER 2016

Notes

2016 2015
FIXED ASSETS

   Tangible assets 5 2,932 6,332
   Investments 13 483,346 486,278 434,554 440,886

CURRENT ASSETS

   Debtors and prepayments 7 4,253 20,576
   Short term deposits 43,686 86,980
   Cash at bank 4,818 2,646
   Cash in hand 0 0

52,757 110,202
CREDITORS

   Amounts falling due
    within one year 8 17,032 30,033

NET CURRENT ASSETS 35,725 80,169

NET ASSETS 522,003 521,055

FUNDS 6

   Unrestricted 249,850 257,867
       Development reserve 185,322 435,172 185,322 443,189

   Restricted 77,636 69,590
   Endowment 9,195 8,276

522,003 521,055

Approved by the Parochial Church Council on                       2017 and signed on its behalf by

The Revd Oliver Learmont (Chairman)

(Churchwarden)
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              PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting 
Regulations 2006 together with applicable accounting standards and the SORP 2005 .

The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost convention except for
the valuation of investments assets , which are shown at market value . The financial
statements include all transactions , assets and liabilities for which the PCC is responsible
in law . They do not include the accounts of church groups that owe their main affiliation to
another body nor those that are informal gatherings of Church members .

Funds

Endowment funds are funds , the capital of which must be maintained , only income arising
from the investment of the endowment may be used either as restricted or unrestricted funds
depending upon the purpose for which the endowment was established .

Restricted funds represent a) income from trusts or endowments which may be expended
only on those restricted objectives provided in the terms of the trust or bequest , and b) donations
or grants received for a specific objective or invited by the PCC for a specific objective .
The fund may only be expended on the specific objective for which they were given . Any balance
remaining unspent at the end of the year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund .

Unrestricted funds are general funds which can be used for PCC ordinary purposes .

Incoming resources

Voluntary income and capital resources
 Collections and donations are recognised when received
 Planned giving received under Gift Aid is recognised only when received
 Income tax recoverable on Gift Aid is recognised when the income is recognised 
 Grants and legacies to the PCC are accounted for as soon as the PCC is notified
  of its legal entitlement , the amount due is quantifiable and its ultimate receipt by the
  PCC is reasonably certain .
 All incoming resources are accounted for gross , except where it is more appropriate to credit 
  the income to a cost heading , and then note that cost as "net"
 Dividends are accounted for when received , interest is accrued

Gains and losses on investments
 Realised gains or losses are recognised when investments are sold 
 Unrealised gains or losses are accounted for on revaluation of the investments
  at 31 December .
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              PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

Resources used

Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over , or when awarded , if that award creates
a binding obligation on the PCC .
The Diocesan Parish Share is accounted for when due . Amounts received specifically for mission
are dealt with as restricted funds . All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred .

Fixed assets

Consecrated and beneficed property of any kind is excluded from the financial statements by
s.96 (2) (a) of the Charities Act 1993 .

Movable church furnishings held by the Priest in Charge and Churchwardens on special trust
for the PCC and which require a faculty for disposal , are accounted as inalienable property unless
consecrated . They are listed in the church's inventory which can be inspected (at any reasonable
time ) . For inalienable property acquired prior to 2000 there is insufficient cost information
available and therefore such assets are not valued in the accounts . Items acquired since 
1 January 2000 have been capitalised and depreciated in the accounts over their anticipated
useful economic life on a straight line basis .

Equipment used within the Church premises is depreciated as follows

Church equipment 25% straight line basis
Churchyard equipment 25% straight line basis
Church furniture 25% straight line basis

Investments are valued at market value at 31 December .

Current assets

Amounts owing to the PCC at 31 December in respect of fees or other income are shown as
debtors , less provision for amounts that may prove uncollectable .

Short term deposits are held with CBF Church of England Funds , Monmouthshire Building Society, 
Nottingham Credit Union and the bank .

Reserves policy

In view of the scale of the excess of costs over income in each of the last two years ,it is the policy of 
the PCC to hold in reserve the equivalent of the next 24 months forecast of negative cash flow . 
It should be noted that the major elements of our Unrestricted reserves comprise the Development
reserve , which is ring-fenced , and the increase in value of our CCLA investments over cost . Stock
Market investment values are subject to influences we cannot control and can fall as well as rise .
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                PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

2. INCOMING RESOURCES
Unrestricted Restricted Endowment TOTAL FUNDS

funds funds funds 2016 2015
2a) Incoming resources from
      donors

      Planned giving:
       Gift Aid donations            30,367 1,090 31,457 32,627
       Income tax recoverable    8,165 272 8,437 8,084
       Other planned giving        2,274 2,274 2,427

40,806 1,362 42,168 43,138
       Collections (open plate) 1,831 2,663 4,494 3,459
       Sundry donations 270 270 3,423

42,907 4,025 46,932 50,020

2b) Other voluntary resources

       Grants 0 0 0
       Legacies and exceptional income 0 0 50

0 0 50

2c) Income from charitable and
      ancillary trading

       Village magazine 17,449 17,449 16,665
       Fees 3,590 3,590 2,850
       Floodlighting , light and heating 380 380 751
       Other income 1,841 10,736 12,577 1,911

23,260 10,736 33,996 22,177

2d) Investment Income

       Dividends (gross) 8,081 4,576 268 12,925 15,262
       Interest    (gross) 801 4 805 2,051

8,882 4,580 268 13,730 17,313

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 75,049 19,341 268 94,658 89,560
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                 PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

3. RESOURCES EXPENDED Unrestricted Restricted Endowment TOTAL FUNDS
funds funds funds 2016 2015

3a) Grants
      Missionary and charitable
        giving
       Church overseas missionary
        societies 0 0
      Relief and development
       agencies 0 0
      Home missions and other
       Church societies 8,363 1,047 9,410 4,155
       Secular charities 1,616 1,616 1,311

8,363 2,663 0 11,026 5,466

3b) Activities directly relating to the
      work of the Church   
      Ministry
       Parish share 60,102 60,102 68,172
       Clergy expenses 2,838 2,838 2,715
       Church running expenses 6,384 6,384 5,677
       Church maintenance  (note 9) 22,947 268 23,215 58,855
       Village magazine expenses 8,824 8,824 8,643
       Upkeep of the Churchyard 1,381 1,381 2,258
       Organist  4,880 4,880 4,815
       Choir and organ maintenance 738 738 525
       Training 155 155 0
       Upkeep of services 2,172 2,172 1,808
       Depreciation 3,400 3,400 3,515
       Development costs written off 14,678 14,678 0

104,171 24,328 268 128,767 156,983

3c) Costs of generating funds

      Funding campaigns 672 672 672
      Annual funding costs 5 5 5

677 0 0 677 677

3d) Church management and
      administration

      Administration fees 331 331 0
      Stationery , postage etc 802 802 606
      Treasurer's honorarium 450 450 200
      Photocopier 449 449 396

2,032 0 0 2,032 1,202

TOTAL RESOURCES USED 115,243 26,991 268 142,502 164,328
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                 PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

4a) STAFF COSTS
The total staff costs for the year were £6,383  (2015 £5,915) . During the year the PCC employed the+A722
Treasurer ,Organist and a Gardener , all part-time . No payments were large enough to attract social 
security costs .

 b) PAYMENTS TO PCC MEMBERS
An honorarium of £450  (2015 £200 ) has also been provided for Mr W F Case , the ex PCC Treasurer , 
who was a member of the PCC . No other payments were paid to any other PCC member , or persons 
closely connected to them or related parties .

5. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS
Church Church Churchyard TOTAL

Furniture Equipment Equipment 2016
Cost £ £ £ £
at  1 January 2016 8,133 18,440 1,854 28,427
Additions during the year 0 0
at 31 December 2016 8,133 18,440 1,854 28,427
Depreciation
at 1 January 2016 8,133 12,234 1,728 22,095
Charge for the year 3,274 126 3,400
at 31 December 2016 8,133 15,508 1,854 25,495
Net Book Value
at  1 January 2016 0 6,206 126 6,332
at 31 December 2016 0 2,932 0 2,932

6. ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BY FUNDS

Within unrestricted funds an amount of £ 185,322 ( 2015 £185,322 ) has been ring-fenced as a Development
Reserve . The amount represents a donation of £ 200,000 made in 2010 less costs and fees incurred to date.

     Unrestricted funds  
Development Restricted Endowment TOTAL

reserve funds funds 2016
£ £ £ £ £

Fixed assets 169,400 150,592 157,091 9,195 486,278
Current assets 14,817 34,730 3,210 52,757
Current account 82,665 -82,665 0

266,882 185,322 77,636 9,195 539,035
less Creditors -17,032 -17,032
FUND BALANCE 249,850 185,322 77,636 9,195 522,003

Restricted funds comprise - Fabric fund £ 77,496  -  Flower fund £140
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                 PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

7. DEBTORS and PREPAYMENTS
2016 2015

£ £
Income tax recoverable 342 410
Accrued interest 262 1,165
Promise Programme - costs c/fwd 1,681 2,353
Building project costs in advance 
   less insurance claim 14,678
Sundry debtors and prepayments 1,968 1,970

4,253 20,576

8. CREDITORS-AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR

2016 2015
£ £

Mower reserve 1,150 1,150
Training fund (designated fund) 840 840
Redecoration reserve 1,329 1,329
Disasters and appeals reserve (note 12) 0 0
Tony Ford fund 1,177 1,177
Magazine advertising and subscriptions prepaid 3,322 3,609
Peter's Club and Choir reserves 646 646
Sundry creditors and accruals 8,568 21,282

17,032 30,033

9. CHURCH MAINTENANCE OUT OF RESTRICTED FUNDS

2016 2015
£ £

Clock and bells maintenance 772 328
Church cleaning 644 430
Audio system 131 697
Alarm system 793 840
Electrical,heating and fire inspection 696 575
Building repairs, gutters etc 14,288 5,209
Boiler service and repairs 1,676 5,237
Redecoration , Kitchen and related costs 3,913 44,855
Quinqenial report 302 684

23,215 58,855
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                 PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

10. GRANTS
Missionary and Charitable giving from collections

2016 2015
£ £

Home Missions and other Church Societies

 The Children's Society/Christingle 704 673
 Anglican Diocese of Peru 248
 Salvation Army 95 61
 Rwanda 217

1,047 951

Secular Charities

 Framework 160 61
 British Legion Poppy Appeal 264 0
 Cancer Research 72 0
 Rosie May 0 35
 MacMillan 25 431
 Haiti Appeal 50 0
 Family Care 67 36
 Beaumond House 153 40
 East Bridgford Care Group 74 61
 Crisis at Christmas 95 113
 Prison Fellowship Charity 83 0
 Multiple Sclerosis 69 45
 Action Aid 0 64
 Alzheimers 37 194
 Neuroblastoma Society 0 40
 British Heart Foundation 0 191
 Christian Aid 395 0
 Bishops Fund for Refugees 72 0

1,616 1,311

TOTAL GRANTS FROM RESTRICTED FUNDS 2,663 2,262
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                 PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

11. GRANTS
Missionary and charitable giving

2016 2015
£ £

Overseas Missionary Societies

Christian Relief and Development Agencies

Home Missions and other Church Societies
 St Peter's School - Bibles 673 0
 Grace Project - Youth worker scheme 7,690 3,204

Secular Charities

TOTAL GRANTS FROM UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 8,363 3,204

12. DISASTERS and APPEALS RESERVE

2016 2015
£ £

Balances at 1st January 2016 0 0

  Provided during the year 0 0

  Applied during the year 0 0

Balance at 31st December 2016 0 0
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        PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL of EAST BRIDGFORD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

13.INVESTMENTS  ( All investments are held in Central Board of Finance Funds )

Number of Year of      Cost or value      Market Value
shares acquisition     on acquisition

2015 2016 2015 2016
Unrestricted
 Millington Legacy 35.24 1976 258 258 477 530

 Clough Legacy 4,619.80 1972 28,610 28,610 62,527 69,468

 Exhibition Fund 1,354.44 1972 8,419 8,419 18,332 20,367

 Dunsmore Legacy 5,121.73 1982 33,807 33,807 69,321 77,015

 McLean Legacy 438.49 1982 2,828 2,828 5,935 6,594

 Fletcher Legacy 646.71 1983 4,277 4,277 8,753 9,725

 Amreen Legacy 1,039.65 1989 7,981 7,981 14,071 15,633

 Wild Legacy 208.07 1990 1,581 1,581 2,816 3,129

 Hand Legacy 524.36 1998 5,475 5,475 7,097 7,885

 Wing Legacy 81.38 2000 1,000 1,000 1,101 1,224

 PCC 1 4,035.32 1993 41,870 41,870 54,616 60,679

 PCC 2 Accum Hfx 914.69 1997 0 0 25,456 29,356

 PCC Fixed Int 6,059.91 1999 10,000 10,000 9,699 10,256

 Mumby Legacy 345.82 2004 3,146 3,146 4,682 5,199

149,252 149,252 284,883 317,060
Restricted  (Fabric)
 Buller Legacy 10,018.71 1995 86,127 86,127 135,599 150,651

 Turner Legacy 428.25 1962 2,584 2,584 5,796 6,440

88,711 88,711 141,395 157,091
Endowment 
 Clough Graves 80.00 1972 100 100 1,083 1,203

 Brooks Bursary 313.00 1990 1,670 1,670 4,235 4,707

 Spring Legacy 218.52 1997 2,000 2,000 2,958 3,285

3,770 3,770 8,276 9,195

434,554 483,346
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Churchwarden’s Report 
April 2016 to April 2017 

Churchwardens: Heather Fielding and Mark Fielding 
Deputy Churchwardens: Pam Shaw and Angela Higgs 

 
Church maintenance (repairs) 
Repairs to the fabric of St Peters are being considered and costed. Not all estimates are to 
hand yet but the probable cost (plus vat) is likely to be as follows: 

Drains and rain water goods                                            circa £7,000.00 
Masonry repairs                                              “     £ 3,600.00 
Boundary walls              “    £15,000.00 
Roof repairs                                                                        “     £ 5,500.00 
Repair to historic gutter to road side of church                 “     £   900.00 (if done with 
the roof) 
 

These significant sums of money serve to emphasise the importance of fund raising about 
which later. 
 
Church maintenance (paint) 
To confirm the situation; we are waiting until Autumn to assess the extent of the problem of 
peeling paint in various parts of St Peters. Steps will then be taken to carry out remedial 
work and to establish who should pay for such work. 
 
Church improvements 
Planning permission has recently been granted for the installation of the glass doors to the 
porch. Recent, in part possibly anecdotal, reports about concern within EB about the project 
have been aired and so a public meeting about the project is being arranged as is a specific 
fund raising campaign. 
 
Churchyard maintenance (lawns) 
The significant cost of keeping the church yard and Rectory lawns neat and tidy continues to 
be of concern. Two new mowers were recently purchased from Henton and Chattel at cost. 
We wish here to record the sincere thanks of the PCC to H and C and in particular to Liz and 
Peter Challoner who live in EB. 
 
It is hoped that the increased efficiency of the two new machines will help to make the cost 
of mowing reasonable and proportionate although we are now in the position of paying 
commercial rates for this work. 
 
Churchyard maintenance (grave stones) 
The project to identify unsafe memorials and to carry out remedial works continues. Many 
stones have been identified as unsafe and there has been a very limited response from 
parishioners willing and able to pay for the remedial woks applicable to their family 
memorials. The work, which will be funded by the PCC, will be carried out in the most 
sympathetic but cost effective way possible. 
 
Churchyard maintenance (working party) 
The stalwarts of the churchyard working party work hard  to maintain the church yard come 
rain or shine to great and impressive effect. Thanks are due in large measure to them.  
 
Sound system 
Part of the sound system was recently stolen. The process of replacement has prompted the 
need for a change of location of the system in the interests of security. It seems likely that 
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the most cost effective and secure option is to rehouse the system in the cupboard currently 
occupied by the flower ladies equipment. This proposal is currently being progressed. 
 
Church tower clock 
St Peters will soon be without volunteers to wind the clock and so it has been decided to 
mechanise the clock winding facility. The cost will be in the region of £7,500.00 plus vat. We 
propose seeking funding from several sources to help reduce the cost to the PCC. 
 
Possible reordering of the interior of the church 
The experience of catering for significant numbers of visitors to the church during events has 
informed us that the possibly controversial issue of reordering parts of the interior should be 
reconsidered during this coming 12 month period. We will discuss possible options with Fr 
Oliver and revert to the PCC with proposals in the future. 
 
Beech tree and south boundary wall 
Concern continues to be expressed that the large beech tree may be compromising the front 
wall and potentially could cause the wall to collapse. Obviously one would not today 
deliberately plant such a tree in such a position but it seems to remain sound and seems to 
be causing only minor to moderate disruption to the retaining wall. The tree is an iconic part 
of the street furniture in an important part of the village and will be kept under review. 
“Open” events and the wider subject of fund raising 
A sub-committee to the PCC, headed up by Heather, has been set up to look at the most 
important issue of fundraising. We have held two meetings so far; identifying two species of 
fund raising as follows: 

1.  Short to medium term events for immediate cash flow and to increase the levels of 
knowledge of and sympathy for the cash situation of St Peters within EB;  
     with a view to: 

2. A formal “giving campaign” to result in individual long term funding commitments to 
take place in about 12 months’ time. 

The following ideas are being worked on: 

1. Film nights in St Peters under the “Open” banner; 
2. Concert in the Church with Lydia Massam, possibly Cantamus, possibly Local Vocals; 
3. A sponsored walk of the 5 churches of the Fosse Group (next Spring); 
4. The adjourned “Evening with Ken Clarke” in Church (after the Election!) to include a soft jazz 

band; 
5. A Harvest Supper/Feast in the village hall (subject to liason with the Methodist Church); 
6. The Winter Evening of music and readings during the first week in December; 
7. A Quiz Night at the village hall. 

Conclusion and closing remarks 
We close this our first annual report emphasising our sincere thanks for all the help, advice 
and assistance we have received from so many members of the church and of course from 
Fr Oliver. This has been invaluable. 
Our very particular thanks go to Pam Shaw and Angela Higgs our Deputy Churchwardens 
who have been most generous with their time and support. Church services, weddings and 
funerals simply would not happen without you. Thank you. 
 
Heather and Mark Fielding 
Churchwardens 
3rd May 2017 
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Deanery Synod Report 2017 
 

Since being informed in 2015 about how the Deanery were concerned about the Fosse 
Group’s non attendance at Deanery Synod Meetings, Angela Higgs and myself (Lynne 
Black) have made sure that at least one of us is present at the meetings. Father Learmont 
has been unable to attend. The role of the Deanery Synod is to act as an intermediary 
between the Diocese and the Parish, passing on local views ‘upstream’ to the Diocese, and 
‘downstream’ to the Parishes. Another outcome of these meetings is that PCC 
representatives and clergy are able to meet each other on an informal basis and discuss 
issues and concerns. 

The meetings usually begin with a guest speaker. Over the last years  the talks have 
included a discussion of Church schools and academies, ‘Safe families for Children,’ 
safeguarding in the church, and ‘Transforming Notts together.’ 

There is always an update on Deanery and clergy appointments/retirements/interregna of 
which there seem to have been many over the last few years, Bingham, Radcliffe on Trent 
and Keyworth to name but a few. And we are informed about upcoming events in Parishes, 
and Prayer Groups which ara held on a regular basis in a variety of parishes. Information 
about these can be accessed on the Deanery website. 

The Rev’d Bryony Wood of the Cranmer Group has been appointed Deanery Missioner. 
Amongst other things, she has been tasked with promoting the Bishop’s vision of ‘Wider, 
Younger, Deeper- Growing disciples in our communites.’ The Rev’d Bryony has given a 
number of enthusiastic and inspiring talks to the Deanery synod meetings. She has provided 
a variety of resources which could be used and given ideas about good practice. 

We are always kept up to date with ‘Deanery 2020’ – the plan to reorganise the Deanery. 
This plan now appears to be fluid i.e. it probably won’t happen in the form agreed some 
years ago. We await more news. 

Probably the most contentious area of the meeting is the Finance Report. The Parish Share 
issue often causes a lot of concern and the majority of the parishes haven’t the resources to 
pay in full. The report always seems to be about the disappointing level of payment. This is 
obviously something which should be urgently discussed at all levels of the Diocese. 

One of the areas of the meeting which has been most ’exciting ‘over the last year has been 
the report from the General Synod. The last two reports have been about the Archbishop’s 
Letter on Brexit which was quite partisan, and the vote on gay marriage where the House of 
Clergy  effectively blocked the anti gay marriage vote. This latter report provoked some 
heartfelt debate amongst those present. 

In conclusion, the Deanery Synod should be a forum for airing worries as well as information 
gathering, and to some extent it succeeds. A new Area Dean has recently been appointed. 
She is the Rev’d Canon Bronwen Gamble and we hope she continues the good work of the 
previous Dean, the Rev’d Graeme Anderson, in promoting the importance of the Deanery 
Synod. 

 

Deanery Synod Representatives  - Lynne Black and Angela Higgs 
April 2017 
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Report of Priest-in-Charge 
for the year ended 31st December 2016 

Firstly, I wish to thank Heather and Mark Fielding for all their hard work and enthusiastic 
support they have given as churchwardens during their first year in post. Drawing on their 
many and different gifts, and with a commitment to master their respective rolls, they have 
complemented each other very effectively. Pam Shaw and Angela Higgs, our deputy 
wardens, put in a considerable amount of time, as ever, to help before, during and after 
services; and, together with former churchwardens, they offered Heather and Mark much 
guidance and reassurance as they learnt the ropes. 
 
It should go without saying that to be a member of the PCC is to affirm, of course, a 
commitment to playing an active role on the council, as well as being a regular worshipping 
member of the church family.  I am also grateful to other officers and members of the PCC 
who have made their own important contribution to the life of St Peter’s, and I would single 
out our treasurer, Bill Case, our secretary, Peter Golightly, our Deanery Synod 
Representatives Lynne Black and Angela Higgs, and Michael Finnigan for his continuing 
support as Electoral Roll Officer. To the above I would add Suzy Reeveley, whose 
assistance, as my part time PA throughout the year, I greatly appreciated.  
  
Michael Clarke officiated and preached and provided other valuable support at many 
services throughout the year. I am also grateful to Angela Higgs and Patrick Mackie who led 
Evensong from time to time and occasionally preached. 
 
Thanks are also due to the many individuals and teams who worked hard over the course of 
the year offering their ministry to St Peter’s in various ways, and in no particular order: our 
readers and intercessors; those who administered the chalice at Holy Communion; the bell 
ringers who call us to church; the members of the choir who enrich our worship; our 
Storyteller team; the sidesmen and women at the Eucharist and Evensong; those who 
decorate our church so beautifully, the team providing refreshments every Sunday morning. 
Outside, the churchyard working party met most months and did much to keep our 
churchyard in good order, an achievement appreciated by many.  
 
Robert Taylor has shown great dedication as our Director of Music, playing the organ at 
services, as well as training and directing the choir, even when going through bouts of ill 
health; and we are all very glad to see Robert recovered from surgery. I thank Joanne 
Barker for stepping into the breach on several occasions when Robert has been unable to 
be present. Beryl Cottrill is always conscientious preparing music and gathering a band of 
musicians to provide accompaniment for the informal Eucharist on the third Sunday of each 
month. I am grateful to her and the band. 
 
Regular services at St Peter’s followed their usual pattern. As usual, certain key services, 
and most services on any 5th Sunday of the month, were held in other churches in the Fosse 
Group: I am always pleased when we come together, affirming our identity as a Group, and 
on those occasions when our congregation is well represented. I am very glad to report that 
amongst the highlights in 2016 there were a number of ecumenical services. The first of 
these was on 17th January when the Methodist congregation in East Bridgford was 
welcomed to St Peter’s for their annual Methodist Covenant service of Holy Communion at 
which The Revd Richard Tanner was preacher. At the Sung Eucharist on 7th February The 
Venerable Sarah Clark, Archdeacon of Nottingham, was our guest preacher. On 20th March, 
Palm Sunday, there was a celebration of Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Car Colston, with a 
dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative, following a Palm Sunday procession from St 
Wilfrid’s, Screveton. Holy Communion, the Stripping of the Altars and a Vigil before the altar 
of repose took place on Maundy Thursday at St Peter’s, where the remainder of the Triduum 
was marked. It was a delight for us to have a baptism at St Peter’s at the 10.30 Festival 
Eucharist on Easter Day. Ascension Day on 5th May was celebrated with a service of Holy 
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Communion at St Wilfrid’s. Feast Sunday, 26th June, was concluded with the usual Act of 
Remembrance followed by Evensong where our Guest Preacher was The Revd Canon Alan 
Haydock, former Rector of St Peter’s. On 25th September St Peter’s joined forces with the 
Methodist church for a Harvest Festival service. On Remembrance Sunday the Act of 
Remembrance and subsequent church service was led by The Revd Bob Short while I was 
taking on similar duties elsewhere in the Group. Anglicans and Methodists in the village 
joined together again for a carol service on the evening of 18th December. Our largest 
congregations of the year gathered at St Peter’s for the two Christingle services on 
Christmas Eve; Midnight Mass was celebrated at St Peter’s in 2016, and there was a 
Festival Eucharist at 10am on Christmas Day. 
 
Of occasional offices at St Peter’s in 2016, there were four baptisms, five weddings and 
three funerals. 
 
Throughout the year the celebration of Holy Communion on the first Wednesday of the 
month provided the opportunity for special prayers for the work and witness of the Mothers’ 
Union across the world. Our own branch in East Bridgford continues its interesting 
programme of activities throughout the year. 
  
Sometimes PCC meetings take place following Holy Communion at St Peter’s, and I am 
always pleased when members can join for this act of worship, not least as preparation for 
the forthcoming meeting. Whenever the opportunity allows, moreover, I prefer to hold PCC 
and related meetings in the appropriate and prayerful setting of our own church building. 
 
The prayer group continues to meet on a Monday morning; and Bible Study on a Monday 
evening and Wednesday afternoon was maintained in 2016. During Lent two separate 
groups, led by Patrick Mackie and me, met to follow a course devised by US (formerly 
USPG); the theme was Migration and Movement.   
  
Our ministry to children and young families was consolidated in 2016 with the valued 
presence of Gordon Lee our part-time Children, Young People and Families’ worker both in 
church and at St Peter’s Academy. Gordon was a key member of the team which plans and 
delivers Storyteller, now well-established as a monthly gathering on the second Sunday of 
the month, and in the autumn he took on a co-ordinating role. In March a pilot weekday 
Storyteller was held, and we await the formation of a team of committed volunteers to take 
this forward. Renewed efforts were made from June 2016 to cater for children and young 
families at the 4pm service on the first Sunday of the month; attendance was encouraging on 
several occasions, but it was noted that it will be sensible to consider an alternative format 
on the occasions when this service happens to clash with an event elsewhere in the village 
aimed similarly at children and young families.  The signs are encouraging but more time is 
needed for this service to be established. In 2016 Peter’s Club was revived successfully for 
Mothering Sunday and Easter Day, and I am grateful to both Gordon and Carolyn Atkinson 
for all their work in making this possible. Peter’s Club will meet again in the future at certain 
key services. 
 
At school Gordon and I took it in turns to lead assemblies, and Gordon would regularly run a 
Bible Explorer course for year 2 and subsequently for pupils across the Key Stage 2 range.  
Messy Church was a regular event during 2016, led by Gordon, who was assisted by 
members of the congregations at both the Methodist church and St Peter’s. 
 
Following the redecoration and limited reordering at St Peter’s in late 2015, including the 
creation of a prayer space at St Michael’s Chapel in the north aisle of the church, there was 
a pause in discussions as to how the internal space in the church might be further 
reorganised in response to our current and future needs. I hope that in 2017 progress might 
be made on this matter. In 2016 the PCC approved a plan to include the redecoration of the 
south porch, the lowering and improvement of the notice boards, and the introduction of a 
glazed door. 
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The Queen’s 90th birthday was marked at St Peter’s during the second weekend of June by 
the staging of a small exhibition of wedding dresses and Christening gowns kindly provided 
by members of St Peter’s.  A musical evening that same weekend was provided by 
Quadravox, a quartet of talented local female singers whose songs were interspersed with a 
selection of readings, each of which related to our Queen or her reign. Quadravox returned 
in early December and were joined by Local Vocals, a choir from the village whose creation 
had been inspired by the musical evening in June. Once again a number of readings were 
given by a selection of people from the village. The event was promoted under the banner 
“Open Church”. Each of these “Open Church” events provided a great opportunity to open 
up the church to the wider community as well as raise funds; I thank all those involved in the 
planning of them, especially Alison and Keith Daniell and our two churchwardens, and I hope 
this exciting initiative will further develop and flourish in 2017. 
 
St Peter’s and the Methodist Church erected their gazebos side by side and combined as 
churches together at the village show on 25th June, the Saturday of Feast Weekend. Each 
church presented a display of its activities or projects, and St Peter’s exhibited drawings and 
supporting explanatory information for glazed doors proposed for the south porch of the 
church, mentioned above. Gordon Lee led activities for children familiar at Storyteller and 
Messy Church.  
 
Throughout 2016 the five parishes in the Fosse Group have continued to support 
Alzheimer’s Society at any Group services or any other nominated events. The Group 
charity will be reviewed in 2017. In May, at the beginning of Christian Aid Week, St Peter’s 
welcomed Nick Thorley who preached on the work of Christian Aid. 
 
In the autumn of 2016 each parish or group of parishes in the Diocese was asked to 
consider three different ways in which we might respond to Bishop Paul’s vision to grow 
disciples wider, younger, deeper. With the kind assistance of the Deanery Missioner, The 
Revd Bryony Wood, wardens across the Group agreed that as a Group of parishes we 
should seek to: 
(1) review the current pattern of services across the Group with the aim of reaching out more 
effectively to the diversity of people we serve, their age range and church background; 
(2) strengthen the relationships within and between the five parishes, and our prayerful 
commitment to tithing and giving in general, as we review our chosen Group charity; 
(3) develop further our mission to young people and families, and form a team to offer our 
monthly Sunday Storyteller service also on weekdays and in the context of the schools in the 
Group. 
None of these initiatives is new, but rather an affirmation and or development of intentions 
already discussed in various contexts. I hope that at future PCC meetings across the Group 
time can set aside to discuss and move forward with these points.  
 
In 2016 as part of my own continuing ministerial development (CMD) I participated in a 
week-long residential course on Transforming Church Conflict, run by Bridge Builders. I 
attended the Clergy Study Day in March but was absent from the residential Clergy 
Conference in October on account of ill health. 
 
In August 2016 we said goodbye to The Revd Richard Tanner, Minister at the Methodist 
Church in East Bridgford, who moved to Mansfield and his next post. He and I assumed our 
respective roles in East Bridgford at about the same time, and I have much enjoyed and 
appreciated our collaborations over the last five years. Our prayers are with him and Janet 
as they settle in their new home and take up their new posts within the church; and we 
welcome Martin Smithson, his successor, and his wife Judith, as they begin here a new 
chapter in their life.  
  
Yours, in Christ,  
Fr Oliver Learmont, Priest-in-Charge, The Fosse Group of Parishes  
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